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WELCOME TO ALL PARISHIONERS & GUESTS WHO HAVE JOINED US TODAY!
ST. NICHOLAS THE WONDERWORKER PARISH

ПАРАФІЯ СВ. МИКОЛАЯ ЧУДОТВОРЦЯ

Pastor: Fr. Yuriy Vyshnevskyy
Emergency: 250.891.4507
Church: 250.384.2292 Hall: 250.384.2255
Facebook: facebook.com/stnicholasvictoria
1112 Caledonia Avenue, Victoria, BC V8T 1G1
Web:www.stnicholasparish.org E-mail:stnicks@telus.net

Tue-Sat DL - 9am; Sat Vespers-6pm; Sun DL - 10am

The Ukrainian Catholic Eparchy of New Westminster
Bishop: Most Rev. Ken Nowakowski
www.nweparchy.ca

ДВАДЦЯТЬ ДЕВ’ЯТА НЕДІЛЯ ПІСЛЯ П’ЯТИДЕСЯТНИЦІ
TWENTY NINETH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST

Come, O ye faithful, let us praise the
hymn-writer, the Church's luminary and wise
instructor, the hallowed John, who cast down
all her enemies; for since he took up the Cross
of the Lord as a weapon, he drave off the
heresies, with their every delusion. And as our
fervent champion with God, he granteth all
the forgiveness of trespasses.
You are a guide of Orthodoxy, a teacher
of piety and modesty, a luminary of the world,
the God inspired pride of monastics. O wise
John, you have enlightened everyone by your
teachings. You are the harp of the Spirit.
Intercede to Christ our God for the salvation St. John of Damascus
of our souls.

PLEASE JOIN US FOR COFFEE & FELLOWSHIP AFTER DIVINE LITURGY!
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SUNDAY HYMNS
Хто Там По Дорозі / Who Goes There pg. 106-108

OPENING HYMN

Пливи Світами / Let Аll Creation Sing Оut Іn Glory pg. 256-257

COMMUNION HYMN

Як Славен Наш/How Glorious is Our God in Sion (Anthology pg. 962-963)

CLOSING HYMN

Please join us today in singing our Sunday hymns!

SUNDAY & DAILY SCHEDULE
SUNDAY, December 4

Divine Liturgy - for the Parishioners of St Nicholas Parish

MONDAY, December 5

NO SERVICES

*********

TUESDAY, December 6

NO SERVICES

*********

WEDNESDAY, December 7

NO SERVICES

*********

THURSDAY, December 8

NO SERVICES

*********

FRIDAY, December 9

NO SERVICES

*********

SATURDAY, December 10

NO SERVICES

*********

SUNDAY, December 11

Divine Liturgy - for the Parishioners of St Nicholas Parish

10:00 AM

10:00 AM

Please Note: to request a Divine Liturgy for a special intention, please see Fr. Yuriy to arrange for it!

SUNDAY EPISTLE READERS
DATE

READING

UKRAINIAN

ENGLISH

SUNDAY, December 4

Col. 3: 4-11

Natalia Bryndak

William Vanderven

SUNDAY, December 11

Heb. 11:9-10,17-23

Motria Koropecky

Robert Herchak

SUNDAY, December 18

Heb. 11:9-10,17-23

Motria Koropecky

Robert Herchak

SUNDAY, December 25

Gal. 4: 4-7

Yuliya Pelekhata

Carol Chapman

Thank you, Epistle readers, for your service in proclaiming God’s Word!

PARISH COUNCIL EXECUTIVE

PASTORAL MINISTRY & HOLY MYSTERIES

CHAIRPERSON……………….………Alec Rossa - 250.472.3374
VICE-CHAIRPERSON..….…Darlene DeMerchant - 250.727.3837
SECRETARY………….……………Cindy Lazaruk - 778.677.9072
TREASURER.…………..…..…William Vanderven - 250.478.1458
FINANCIAL SECRETARY…..…..David Newberry - 250.598.8197

CONFESSIONS……………1/2 hour before Liturgy
EUCHARIST…….…….….…for the sick - any time
BAPTISMS……….….….….…..…..by appointment
MARRIAGES……….….six months notice should
be given to the parish priest, and he should be
contacted before any other arrangements are made
FUNERALS……….…….…….……by appointment
ANOINTING…..…….………….…………any time
HOSPITAL VISITS…..………..….….……any time

FUNDRAISING/HALL RENTAL……..…..Robert Herchak - 250.386.7872

MAINTENANCE………….……Murray Chapman - 250.658.4769
LITURGICAL COMMITTEE…Motria Koropecky - 250.658.3051
MEMBER AT LARGE…..………..Caroline Smudy - 778.440.9419
VIBRANT PARISH……….…Darlene DeMerchant - 250.727.3837

Bequests & Wills: Leaving a bequeath is a process of giving a donation through your will. It is
simply a distribution from your estate to a charitable organization through your last will and testament. It
can be as small or as large a donation as you wish. It is important that you talk to your lawyer about the
process. In your kindness please remember St Nicholas the Wonderworker Ukrainian Catholic Church in
your bequeath and will. If anyone wishes to make such a bequeath in their will, the following clause may
be included or added to a will: "I give, devise, and bequeath to St Nicholas the Wonderworker Ukrainian
Catholic Parish - 1112 Caledonia Avenue, Victoria BC, V8T 1G1, the sum of $ _____ (or _____% of my
estate), to be used for the benefit of the parish and it's pastoral activities.”
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Vibrant Parish Prayer
O God, Creator of Heaven and Earth! Because of your indescribable love for us, you sent your
Only-Begotten Son, Our Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ - The Way, The Truth, and The Life and our Salvation. In His name, we turn to You. Strengthen our hearts and minds in Christian
love and in unity of purpose as we strive to build a Vibrant Parish. Give us the grace to model
our lives according to the Word of God. Instill in us the desire to pray and to celebrate the Holy
Mysteries as one Christian Family in our Parish Community. Inspire us to follow Your great
command to be a servant to the less fortunate among us! Grant this, O Lord, through the
mercies and love for mankind of Your Only-Begotten Son with whom You are blessed, together
with Your All-Holy, Good and Life-Giving Spirit, now and forever and ever. Amen!
The Vibrant Parish
A Place To Encounter The Living Christ
Through the word, the Holy Mysteries & Prayer,
Serving One’s Neighbor, Leadership
Fostering & Serving Unity and Missionary Spirit
(His Beatit*de Sviatoslav)

Молитва Живої Парафії
Господи Ісусе Христе, Пастирю Добрий, як колись Ти пригорнув заблуканих овечок,
щоб вони пізнали Твій голос і були Твоїм стадом, так і сьогодні глянь ласкаво з небесних
висот на нашу парафію та зішли на неї Твого Святого Духа, щоб вона була місцем
пізнання радості Доброї Новини. Скріплюй нас Твоєю присутністю та єднай нас
кожночасно в молитві. Даруй нам духа служіння ближньому, щоб у нашій парафії
кожний міг зустріти Тебе, милостивого Бога. Благослови наш духовний провід Твоєю
мудрістю і дай, щоб ніхто з нас не шкодував ні часу, ні талантів, ні матеріальних дібр для
розбудови Твого царства. Єднай нас у мирі та злагоді, щоб ми були Твоєю спільнотою
любові. Всели в нас місійного духа, щоб ми стали тим світилом євангельського слова,
молитви і добрих діл, що кличе кожного до участі в Божественному житті, щоб
славилося, Спасе, Твоє Ім’я з безначальним Твоїм Отцем та пресвятим, благим і
животворящим Твоїм Духом нині, і повсякчас, і на віки віків. Амінь.

DIVINE LITURGY PROPERS
The Divine Liturgy - An Anthology for Worship: Liturgy - pg. 388-461; propers - pg. 341
Troparion, Tone 4: When the disciples of the Lord learned from the angel* the glorious news of
the resurrection* and cast off the ancestral condemnation,* they proudly told the apostles:*
“Death has been plundered!* Christ our God is risen,* granting to the world great mercy.”
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Glory: Kontakion, Tone 4: My Saviour and Deliverer from the grave* as God raised out of
bondage the children of the earth* and shattered the gates of Hades;* and as Master, He rose on
the third day.
Now: Theotokion, Tone 4: By your birth, O immaculate one,* Joachim and Anna were freed
from the reproach of childlessness,* and Adam and Eve* from the corruption of death.* And
your people, redeemed from the guilt of their sins,* celebrate as they cry out to you:* “The
barren one gives birth to the Mother of God* and nourisher of our life.”
Prokeimenon, Tone 4: How great are Your works, O Lord* You have made all things in
wisdom. Verse: Bless the Lord, O my soul: O Lord my God, You are exceedingly great.
Epistle - Col. 3:4-11 - A Reading from the Letter of Saint Apostle Paul to Colossians:
Brothers and Sisters, When Christ your life appears, then you too will appear with him in glory.
Put to death, then, the parts of you that are earthly: immorality, impurity, passion, evil desire, and
the greed that is idolatry. Because of these the wrath of God is coming (upon the disobedient).
By these you too once conducted yourselves, when you lived in that way. But now you must put
them all away: anger, fury, malice, slander, and obscene language out of your mouths. Stop lying
to one another, since you have taken off the old self with its practices and have put on the new
self, which is being renewed, for knowledge, in the image of its creator. Here there is not Greek
and Jew, circumcision and uncircumcision, barbarian, Scythian, slave, free; but Christ is all and
in all.
Alleluia, Tone 4: Verse: Poise yourself and advance in triumph and reign in the cause of truth,
and meekness, and justice. Verse: You have loved justice and hated iniquity.
Gospel - Luke 17:12-19 - As Jesus was entering a village, ten lepers met (him). They stood at a
distance from him and raised their voice, saying, "Jesus, Master! Have pity on us!” And when he
saw them, he said, "Go show yourselves to the priests." As they were going they were cleansed.
And one of them, realizing he had been healed, returned, glorifying God in a loud voice; and he
fell at the feet of Jesus and thanked him. He was a Samaritan. Jesus said in reply, "Ten were
cleansed, were they not? Where are the other nine? Has none but this foreigner returned to give
thanks to God?” Then he said to him, "Stand up and go; your faith has saved you."
Communion Hymn: Praise the Lord from the heavens;* praise Him in the highest.* Alleluia,
alleluia,* alleluia!
<> <> <>
Тропар, глас 4: Світлу про воскресіння розповідь від ангела почувши* і від прадідного
засуду звільнившись,* Господні учениці, радіючи, казали апостолам:* Здолано смерть,
воскрес Христос Бог,* що дає світові велику милість.
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Слава: Кондак, глас 4: Спас і мій визволитель,* як Бог, із гробу воскресив землян від
узів* і розбив брами адові* та воскрес на третій день, як Владика.
І нині: Богородичний, глас 4: Йоаким і Анна народженням Твоїм, Пречиста, з неслави
бездітности,* Адам же і Єва від тління смерти, визволилися.* Звільнений від вини за
гріхи, Твій народ святкує, взиваючи: Неплідна народжує Богородицю і кормительку Життя
нашого.
Прокімен, глас 4: Які величні діла Твої, Господи! Все премудрістю сотворив Ти. Стих:
Благослови, душе моя, Господа! Господи, Боже мій, Ти вельми великий.
Апостол - Кол. 3:4-11 - До Колосян Послання Святого Апостола Павла Читання:
Браття і сестри, коли з'явиться Христос, наше життя, тоді з'явитеся з Ним у славі і ви.
Отож, умертвіть ваші земні члени: розпусту, нечисть, пристрасть, лиху пожадливість та
зажерливість, що вона ідолослуження, бо гнів Божий приходить за них на неслухняних. І
ви поміж ними ходили колись, як жили поміж ними. Тепер же відкиньте і ви все оте: гнів,
лютість, злобу, богозневагу, безсоромні слова з ваших уст. Не кажіть неправди один на
одного, якщо скинули з себе людину стародавню з її вчинками, та зодягнулися в нову, що
відновлюється для пізнання за образом Створителя її, де нема ані геллена, ані юдея,
обрізання та необрізання, варвара, скита, раба, вільного, але все та в усьому Христос!
Алилуя, глас 4: Стих: Натягни лук і наступай, і пануй істини ради, лагідности і
справедливости. Стих: Ти полюбив правду і зненавидів беззаконня.
Євангеліє - Лука 17:12-19 - І, коли Ісус входив до одного села, перестріли Його десять
мужів, слабих на проказу, що стали здалека. І голос піднесли вони та й казали: Ісусе,
Наставнику, змилуйсь над нами! І, побачивши їх, Він промовив до них: Підіть і покажіться
священикам! І сталось, коли вони йшли, то очистились… Один же з них, як побачив, що
видужав, то вернувся, і почав гучним голосом славити Бога. І припав він обличчям до ніг
Його, складаючи дяку Йому. А то самарянин був… Ісус же промовив у відповідь: Чи не
десять очистилось, а дев'ять же де? Чому не вернулись вони хвалу Богові віддати, крім
цього чужинця? І сказав Він йому: Підведися й іди: твоя віра спасла тебе!
Причасний: Хваліте Господа з небес, хваліте Його на висотах. Алилуя, алилуя, алилуя!

ANNOUNCEMENTS
✦ ST. NICHOLAS PARISH PRAZNYK will be celebrated NEXT SUNDAY, December 11.
The 10:00 am celebratory Divine Liturgy will be followed by a Praznyk Lunch in our parish
hall. We cordially invite all of our parishioners and friends of the parish to share in this annual
celebration. A potluck lunch is planned with a special visit with St. Nicholas.

_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 4

December, 2016

_____________________________________________________________St.

Nicholas Parish - a place to encounter God’s Mercy

✦ THANK YOU to all those who came yesterday and helped with selling, serving,
cleaning etc. during our Annual Christmas Food Fair bake sale. May God bless you all
for your stewardship.
✦ PARISH CALENDAR OF BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES: If you would like to be
included in our Parish Calendar of Birthday and Anniversary celebrations, please put date in
our calendar located at the church vestibule. Each week, we will list the names in our parish
bulletin so we can celebrate these happy occasions together!
✦ HAPPY BIRTHDAY to all those who celebrated their birthdays this past week. May the Lord
Our God continue to bless you abundantly and the Holy Mother of God protects you at all
times. Многая Літа!
✦ TRAVELING ICON: Anyone interested in gracing their home with Christ The Teacher Icon
can call Darlene DeMerchant at 250.727.3837
✦JOIN OUR CHOIR: Do you enjoy singing? Please consider joining our St Nicholas Parish
Choir and remember that we ALWAYS looking for new members! Contact Motria Koropecky
for details at 250.658.3051
✦ CATECHISM ANNOUNCEMENT: "And they were bringing to Him also the infants, in
order that He may be touching them; but after the disciples saw it, they rebuked them. But
Jesus called them to Himself and said, Let alone the little children to come to Me, and cease
hindering them; for of such is the kingdom of God.” We are happy to welcome all children to
our St. Nicholas The Wonderworker catechism program. Weekly classes are scheduled
Sunday morning during Divine Liturgy. We want your children to learn more about their
Catholic faith, sacred scripture, feast days, and religious practices and customs of the
Ukrainian Catholic church. If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact Marian
Chalifoux at 250.507.1005
✦ PRAYER REQUEST: Please keep in your prayers members of our parish, our family and
friends who are ailing, are in hospitals, nursing homes and those who are not able to join
actively in their community.
✦ THRIFTY’S PRE-PAID FOOD CARDS - We all have to buy groceries. Why not have 6%
of it returned back to the church at no extra charge! Cards are available in $100, $200, and
$500 denominations. Talk to Alec after today’s liturgy to pre- order your cards. We need to sell
A LOT of them! We encourage you to consider purchasing them for yourselves as gifts too.
✦SUNDAY COFFEE VOLUNTEERS act as hosts and serve light refreshments following the
Sunday morning Divine Liturgy, providing an opportunity for the faithful to socialize with
friends and visitors following their shared worship experience. We thank all of our parishioners
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who kind volunteer to serve refreshments. Whether you are new to the Parish, or are a longtime members, please join us for coffee.
✦BE A STEWARD: Have you ever wondered what more can you do to help our parish? Here
are some suggestions: Steward of property security; Steward of grounds cleaning; Steward of
cleaning church; Steward of church linen; Steward of outreach; Steward of caring; Steward
of prayer; Steward of service. Quite often, our homebound or senior members, once active in
their younger years, want to find purpose in their senior years. It’s not only about doing but
about “BEING” present to others. Contact Fr. Yuriy OR Darlene DeMerchant for more
information. You will be amazed how “BEING” can make a difference.

ST. JOHN OF DAMASCUS
Saint John of Damascus was born about the year
680 at Damascus, Syria into a Christian family. His father,
Sergius Mansur, was a treasurer at the court of the Caliph.
John had also a foster brother, the orphaned child Cosmas
(October 14), whom Sergius had taken into his own
home. When the children were growing up, Sergius saw
that they received a good education. At the Damascus
slave market he ransomed the learned monk Cosmas of
Calabria from captivity and entrusted to him the teaching
of his children. The boys displayed uncommon ability and
readily mastered their courses of the secular and spiritual
sciences. After the death of his father, John occupied
ministerial posts at court and became the city prefect.
[Icon “Of the Three Hands”]
In Constantinople at that time, the heresy of Iconoclasm (against icons) had arisen and
quickly spread, supported by the emperor Leo III the Isaurian (717-741). Rising up in defense of
the Orthodox veneration of icons [Iconodoulia], St John wrote three treatises entitled, “Against
Those who Revile the Holy Icons.” The wise and God-inspired writings of St John enraged the
emperor. But since the author was not a Byzantine subject, the emperor was unable to lock him
up in prison, or to execute him. The emperor then resorted to slander. A forged letter to the
emperor was produced, supposedly from John, in which the Damascus official was supposed to
have offered his help to Leo in conquering the Syrian capital. This letter and another
hypocritically flattering note were sent to the Saracen Caliph by Leo the Isaurian. The Caliph
immediately ordered that St John be removed from his post, that his right hand be cut off, and
that he be led through the city in chains.
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That same evening, they returned the severed hand to St John. The saint pressed it to his
wrist and prayed to the Most Holy Theotokos to heal him so that he could defend the Orthodox
Faith and write once again in praise of the Most Pure Virgin and Her Son. After a time, he fell
asleep before the icon of the Mother of God. He heard Her voice telling him that he had been
healed, and commanding him to toil unceasingly with his restored hand. Upon awakening, he
found that his hand had been attached to his arm once more. Only a small red mark around his
wrist remained as a sign of the miracle. Later, in thanksgiving for being healed, St John had a
silver model of his hand attached to the icon, which became known as “Of the Three Hands.”
Some unlearned painters have given the Mother of God three hands instead of depicting the
silver model of St John’s hand.
When he learned of the miracle, which demonstrated John’s innocence, the Caliph asked
his forgiveness and wanted to restore him to his former office, but the saint refused. He gave
away his riches to the poor, and went to Jerusalem with his stepbrother and fellow-student,
Cosmas. There he entered the monastery of St Sava the Sanctified as a simple novice. It was not
easy for him to find a spiritual guide, because all the monks were daunted by his great learning
and by his former rank. Only one very experienced Elder, who had the skill to foster the spirit of
obedience and humility in a student, would consent to do this. The Elder forbade John to do
anything at all according to his own will. He also instructed him to offer to God all his labors and
supplications as a perfect sacrifice, and to shed tears which would wash away the sins of his
former life.
Once, he sent the novice to Damascus to sell baskets made at the monastery, and
commanded him to sell them at a certain inflated price, far above their actual value. He
undertook the long journey under the searing sun, dressed in rags. No one in the city recognized
the former official of Damascus, for his appearance had been changed by prolonged fasting and
ascetic labors. However, St John was recognized by his former house steward, who bought all
the baskets at the asking price, showing compassion on him for his apparent poverty.
One of the monks happened to die, and his brother begged St John to compose something
consoling for the burial service. St John refused for a long time, but out of pity he yielded to the
petition of the grief-stricken monk, and wrote his renowned funeral troparia (“What earthly
delight,” “All human vanity,” and others). For this disobedience the Elder banished him from his
cell. John fell at his feet and asked to be forgiven, but the Elder remained unyielding. All the
monks began to plead for him to allow John to return, but he refused. Then one of the monks
asked the Elder to impose a penance on John, and to forgive him if he fulfilled it. The Elder said,
“If John wishes to be forgiven, let him wash out all the chamber pots in the lavra, and clean the
monastery latrines with his bare hands.”
John rejoiced and eagerly ran to accomplish his shameful task. After a certain while, the
Elder was commanded in a vision by the All-Pure and Most Holy Theotokos to allow St John to
write again. When the Patriarch of Jerusalem heard of St John, he ordained him priest and made
him a preacher at his cathedral. But St John soon returned to the Lavra of St Sava, where he
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spent the rest of his life writing spiritual books and church hymns. He left the monastery only to
denounce the iconoclasts at the Constantinople Council of 754. They subjected him to
imprisonment and torture, but he endured everything, and through the mercy of God he remained
alive. He died in about the year 780, more than 100 years old.
St John of Damascus was a theologian and a zealous defender of Orthodoxy. His most
important book is the Fount of Knowledge. The third section of this work, “On the Orthodox
Faith,” is a summary of Orthodox doctrine and a refutation of heresy. Since he was known as a
hymnographer, we pray to St John for help in the study of church singing.
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