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WELCOME TO ALL PARISHIONERS & GUESTS WHO HAVE JOINED US TODAY!

ST. NICHOLAS THE WONDERWORKER PARISH
ITAPA®IA CB. MUKOJIAA YYTJOTBOPITA
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Pastor: Fr. Yuriy Vyshnevskyy
Emergency: 25§0.891.4507
Church: 250.384.2292 Hall: 250.384.2255
Facebook: facebook.com/stnicholasvictoria
1112 Caledonia Avenue, Victoria, BC V8T 1G1

www.stnicholasparish.org / st.nicholas.victoria@gmail.com
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_ The Ukrainian Catholic Eparchy of New Westminster
¥ ﬂ Bishop: Most Ree. Ken Nowakowski (www.nweparchy.ca)

THIRTY FIRST SUNDAY AFTERPENTECOST
TPUAINATA IIEPINA HEOIJIA ITICJIA IPATUOECATHNITI

Let us joyfully sing the
praises of Chrysostom, the
golden trumpet, the divinely-
inspired organ, the
inexhaustible sea of doctrine,
the pillar of the Church, the
heavenly mind, the abyss of
wisdom, the gilded vase. He
pours forth sweet streams of

Let us joyfully sing the praises of Chrysostom, the golden dogma like honey for the
trumpet, the divinely-inspired organ, the inexhaustible sea of refreshment of the world.
doctrine, the pillar of the Church, the heavenly mind, the abyss
of wisdom, the gilded vase. He pours forth sweet streams of
dogma like honey for the refreshment of the world.

Let us worthily honour John Chrysostom, he is the ever-
shining star all nations with the rays of true teaching. He is the
preacher of repentance; the golden sponge wiping away the
despair of sadness. His words are a refreshing dew reviving
hearts which are worn by sin.

Transfer of the
Precious Relics of Our
Father among the Saints
John Chrysostom

PLEASE JOIN US FORCOFFEE & FELLOWSHIPAFTERDIVINE LITURGY!
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SUNDAY HYMNS
OPENING HYMN bor Ilpensiunnii / God Eternal pg. 28-29
COMMUNION HYMN Bbor Cs Poxxnae / God is Begotten pg. 34-36
CLOSING HYMN Bo Budnuemi Huni Houna / In Bethlehem the City of David pg. 52-53

Please join us today in singing our Sunday hymns!

SUNDAY & DAILY SCHEDULE

SUNDAY, January 27 Divine Liturgy - for the Parishioners of St Nicholas Parish 10:00 AM
MONDAY, January 28 NO SERVICESS

TUESDAY, January 29 Divine Liturgy of St. John Chrysostom 9:00 AM
WEDNESDAY, January 30 Divine Liturgy of St. John Chrysostom 9:00 AM
THURSDAY, January 31 Divine Liturgy of St. John Chrysostom 9:00 AM
FRIDAY, February 1 Divine Liturgy of St. John Chrysostom 9:00 AM
SATURDAY, February 2 NO SERVICESS

SUNDAY, February 3 Divine Liturgy - for the Parishioners of St Nicholas Parish 10:00 AM

Please Note: to request a Divine Liturgy for a special intention, please see Fr. Yuriy to arrange for it!

SUNDAY EPISTLE READERS

DATE READING UKRAINIAN ENGLISH
SUNDAY, January 27 I Tim. 5:15-17 Glikeria Iwanuck Darryl Huculak
SUNDAY, February 3 1 Tim. 4:9-15 Motria Koropecky Graciela Spaciuk-Schwarz
SUNDAY, February 10 2 Tim. 3:10-15 Yuliya Pelekhata William Vanderven
SUNDAY, February 17 1 Cor. 6:12-20 Dmytro Maksymiv Marian Chalifoux

Thank you, Epistle readers, for your service in proclaiming God’s Word!

2018 PARISH COUNCIL EXECUTIVE PASTORAL MINISTRY & HOLY MYSTERIES

CHAIRPERSON..........ocovviiiiiniinnn, Alec Rossa - 250.472.3374 | CONFESSIONS............... 1/2 hour before Liturgy
SECRETARY ..., Richard DeMerchant - 250.893.3484 | EUCHARIST..................... for the sick - any time
TREASURER............ccc....... William Vanderven - 250.478.1458 |BAPTISMS..................... by appointment
FINANCIAL SECRETARY.......... David Newberry - 250.598.8197 | MARRIAGES.............. six_months notice should

be given to the parish priest, and he should be

FUNDRAISING/HALL RENTAL..............Robert Herchak - 250.386.7872
contacted before any other arrangements are made

MAINTENANCE.................... Murray Chapman - 250.658.4769 FUNERALS by appointment
LITURGICAL COMMITTEE...Motria Koropecky - 250.658.3051 | ANOINTING.............ccccooireeeennnn. any time
MEMBER AT LARGE..................Cindy Lazaruk - 778.677.9072 | HOSPITAL VISITS . ....0 ot any time

Bequests & Wills: Leaving a bequeath is a process of giving a donation through your will. It is
simply a distribution from your estate to a charitable organization through your last will and testament. It
can be as small or as large a donation as you wish. It is important that you talk to your lawyer about the
process. In your kindness please remember St Nicholas the Wonderworker Ukrainian Catholic Church in
your bequeath and will. If anyone wishes to make such a bequeath in their will, the following clause may
be included or added to a will: "I give, devise, and bequeath to St Nicholas the Wonderworker Ukrainian
Catholic Parish - 1112 Caledonia Avenue, Victoria BC, V8T 1G1, the sum of $ (or % of my
estate), to be used for the benefit of the parish and it's pastoral activities.”
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Vibrant Parish Prayer

O God, Creator of Heaven and Earth! Because of your indescribable love for us, you sent your
Only-Begotten Son, Our Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ - The Way, The Truth, and The Life -
and our Salvation. In His name, we turn to You. Strengthen our hearts and minds in Christian
love and in unity of purpose as we strive to build a Vibrant Parish. Give us the grace to model
our lives according to the Word of God. Instill in us the desire to pray and to celebrate the Holy
Mysteries as one Christian Family in our Parish Community. Inspire us to follow Your great
command to be a servant to the less fortunate among us! Grant this, O Lord, through the
mercies and love for mankind of Your Only-Begotten Son with whom You are blessed, together
with Your All-Holy, Good and Life-Giving Spirit, now and forever and ever. Amen!

ST. NICHOLAS PARISH A
A PLACE To ENCOUNTER THE LIVING CHRIST : (o 22
Through the word, the Holy Mysteries & Prayer, \
Serving One’s Neighbor, Leadership }E
;; Rﬁ?éjl'll Fostering & Serving Unity and Missionary Spirit %'éléia%%
(His Beatitude Sviatoslav)

Moantsa Kusoi Ilapadii

I'ocnionu Icyce Xpucre, Ilactupro oOpuii, sk konuch Tu npuropHyB 3a0yKaHHX OBEUOK,
00 BoHU mi3Haau TBii Tosoc 1 Oynu TBOIM cTamom, Tak 1 ChOTOAHI TJISTHB JACKaBO 3 HEOSCHUX
BUCOT Ha Hamy napagiro Ta 3imm Ha Hei TBoro Cesroro [lyxa, mo0 BoHa Oyna micuem
nizHaHHa pazgocti [oOpoi HoBunu. Ckpimmoli Hac TBO€IO MPUCYTHICTIO Ta €IHA Hac
KO)KHOYacHO B MonuTBi. Jlapyii Ham gyxa ciyXiHHA ONMO>KHbOMY, 100 y Hamni mapadii
KkoHUI Mir 3yctpitu Tebe, mminoctuBoro bora. bnarocioBu Ham ayxoBHUi mnposia TBoe€ro
MYAPICTIO 1 Jaii, 100 HIXTO 3 HAC HE IIKOJYBAaB Hi Yacy, Hi TaJaHTIB, HI MaTepiaJbHUX TI0p I
po30ynoBu TBoro mapcrtBa. €nHaii Hac y Mupi Ta 31arofi, mod mMu Oyau TBOEHO CHITBHOTOIO
mo6oBi. Beenn B Hac MiciiiHOTO Ayxa, 00 MM CTald TUM CBITHJIOM €BAaHTEIIbCHKOTO CIIOBA,
MOJIMTBH 1 AOOpPUX i, IO KJIW4Ye KOXKHOTO J0 yd4acTi B BoXeCTBEeHHOMY >KUTTI, 1100
cnaBunocsi, Crnace, TBoe Im’s 3 Oe3HauanbHuM TBoiM OTieM Ta mpecBATHM, Onarum i
AKUBOTBOPSIIUM TBOIM JlyXoM HUHI, 1 TOBCSAKYAC, 1 HA BIKU BiKiB. AMIHb.

DIVINE LITURGY PROPERS

The Divine Liturgy - An Anthology for Worship: Liturgy - pg. 270-318; propers - pg. 337, 804
The Liturgy prescribed for today is that of St. John Chrysostom.

Troparion, Tone 3: Let the heavens be glad, let the earth rejoice,* for the Lord has done a
mighty deed with His arm.* He trampled death by death. He became the first-born of the dead;*
He saved us from the abyss of Hades* and granted great mercy to the world.
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Troparion, Tone 8: The divine Church rejoices™* and the whole world keeps feast with radiance*
at the transfer of your relics, O venerable hierarch John Chrysostom.* Your life as a bishop was
godly* and you willingly became a martyr.* Therefore we cry to you, O martyr, passion-bearer
and hierarchs’ companion:* Pray to Christ God that our souls may be saved.

Glory: Kontakion, Tone 3: You rose from the tomb, O compassionate Lord,* and led us out
from the gates of death.* Today Adam exults and Eve rejoices,* and the prophets together with
the patriarchs* unceasingly acclaim the divine might of Your power.

Now: Kontakion, Tone 1: The precious Church rejoices mystically* at the transfer of your holy
relics™* and treasuring them as costly gold* it lavishly grants to those who hymn you the grace of
healing,* by your prayers, O John the Golden-mouthed.

Prokeimenon, Tone 3: Sing to our God, sing; sing to our King, sing. Verse.: Clap your hands, all
you nations; shout unto God with the voice of joy.

Prokeimenon, Tone 1: My mouth shall speak wisdom and the meditation of my heart
understanding.

Epistle - 1 Tim. 1:15-17 - A Reading from the Letter of Saint Apostle Paul to Timothy:
Timothy my son, the saying is sure and worthy of full acceptance, that Christ Jesus came into the
world to save sinners—of whom I am the foremost. But for that very reason I received mercy, so
that in me, as the foremost, Jesus Christ might display the utmost patience, making me an
example to those who would come to believe in him for eternal life. To the King of the ages,
immortal, invisible, the only God, be honour and glory for ever and ever. Amen.

Alleluia, Tone 3: Jerse: In You, O Lord, have I hoped that I may not be put to shame for ever.
Verse: Be a protector unto me, O God, and a house of refuge to save me. Verse: The mouth of the
just man shall meditate wisdom and his tongue shall speak judgment. Verse: The law of his God
is in his heart, and his steps will not falter.

Gospel - Luke 18:35-43 - At that time, as Jesus approached Jericho, a blind man was sitting by
the roadside begging, and hearing a crowd going by, he inquired what was happening. They told
him, "Jesus of Nazareth is passing by." He shouted, "Jesus, Son of David, have pity on me!" The
people walking in front rebuked him, telling him to be silent, but he kept calling out all the more,
"Son of David, have pity on me!" Then Jesus stopped and ordered that he be brought to him; and
when he came near, Jesus asked him, "What do you want me to do for you?" He replied, "Lord,
please let me see." Jesus told him, "Have sight; your faith has saved you." He immediately
received his sight and followed him, giving glory to God. When they saw this, all the people
gave praise to God.
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Communion Hymn: Praise the Lord from the heavens;* praise Him in the highest.* The just
man shall be in everlasting remembrance;* of evil hearsay he shall have no fear.* Alleluia,
alleluia,* alleluia.

Prayer After Holy Communion: Having been made worthy to partake in a mystical way of
Your immaculate Body and precious Blood, O Christ our God, I acclaim and bless, worship and
glorify You, and proclaim the greatness of Your saving acts, now and for ever and ever. Amen.
(more Prayers After Holy Communion on pg. 324-326 in the Anthology book).

<>|<>|<>

Tponap, rinac 3: Hexaii BecensiThcsi HeOeCHIi, HEXall paaylOThbCs 3eMJISTHU,* 00 MOKa3aB BIaTy
pykoro CBoeto I'ocrionp,* BiH cMepTIO cMepTh MMOJ01aB, ™ MepBICTOKOM 3-IOMIXK MEPTBUX CTaB,™*
BH3BOJIMB HAC 13 TTIMOWH aay,™ 1 10/1aB CBITOB1 BEJIMKY MUJIICTb.

CaaBa: Konpak, riac 3: Bockpec Tu muHi 3 Tpo0y, leapwmii,* 1 Hac Bi3BiB i3 Opam cmepTH;*
HUHI Anam BecenuThCs 1 paaie €Ba,* pa3oM k€ 1 HPOPOKH 3 marpisipxamu Oe3yCTaHHO
OCIHIBYIOTh ™ O0KECTBEHHY MOTYTHICTh BiIaau TBOET.

I nuni: boroponumunuii, rac 3: JliBa cborogHi CTOiTh mepen HaAMHU y Xpami®* Ta 3 XOpamu
CBATHUX HEBUIAUMO 3a HAC MOJIUTHCA BOFY.* Amdrenu 3 ApXUEPCAMU MMOKIIOHATOTHC, alIOCTOJIN XK 3
MPOpOKaMHU paayroThes;* 060 3a Hac Oiarae boropoauils cnokonBiuHoro bora.

IIpokimen, rac 3: CriBaiite boroBi Hamomy, criBaiiTe;* crmiBaiiTe 1apeBi HAIIOMY, CITiBaHTE.
Cmux: Bci Hapoau, 3amieniTh pyKaMu, KIMKHITE 10 bora ronocom pagocti.

Amnoctoa - 1 Tum. 1:15-17 - lo Tumorest apyre nocinanuss Cs. An. IlaBiaa yuranns: Cuny
Tumorero, BipHE 11€ CJIOBO i MOBHOTO JOBIp’s TiIHE, MO0 XpHUCTOC Icyc mpuidmioB y CBiT, 1100
CMACTH TPIIIHUX, 3 SIKUX s — nepunid. Ane s OyB Ha Te moMMIyBaHUH, 00 Icyc Xpucroc Ha
MEHI TEepIIiM TMOoKa3aB yCIO0 CBOIO JOBIOTEPIIECINBICTh, HA TIPUKJIA] THM, 1[0 MalOTh YBIpyBaTH B
HBOTO Ha BiuHe KUTTs. LlapeBi k BiKiB, HETIIIHHOMY, HEBUJUMOMY, €IMHOMY bory decTs i crnaBa
Ha BIKM BiuH1! AMiHb.

Ammaysi, tinac 3: Cmux: Bucnyxae tebe ['ocronb y aeHb medani, 3aXUCTUTh TeOe iM’st bora
SIxoBa. Cmux: T'ocnioau, criacu maps 1 BUCIyxail Hac, Koy Oyznemo B3uBaTH 10 Tebe.

€Banreie - Jlyka 18:35-43 - V Toi1 yac, ax Icyc HaOnmxaBcs 10 €puxoHy, OOUH CIIMUI CHIIIB
Kpail oporu i mpocuB MuwiocTuHi. [lodyBiin, 1o Hapox i€ MUMO, BiH CIIUTaBCS, IO O BOHO
morio 6ytu. Momy ckasamu, mo ne Icyc Hasapsuun npoxoauts. I BiH MOYaB rOIOCHO KPHUATH:
“Icyce, Cuny JlaBuaiB, 3muityiicss Hago MHO®0!” Ti, 10 WIITK TIOTIEpETy, CBApUIIMCS HA HBOTO,
mo0 3aMoBYaB, Ta BiH KpuyaB mie ayxue: “Cuny [aBumiB, 3Muiyiics Hamo MHOW0!” Icyc
3YIIUHUBCS 1 3BEJIIB MPUBECTH HOro 1o cebe. | xomm Toit Habnmu3uBcst 10 Hboro, crmras: 1o
xoyern, o0 g 3pobuB T006i?” “lT'ocnoamn”, — ckazaB Tol, — “mo0 g mpo3pis!” Icyc ckazaB 110
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uporo: “Ilpo3pu! Bipa TBost cnacna TeGe.” I BMUTH mpo3piB Toii 1 mimoB 3a Icycom, crnaBnsuu
bora. I BBech Hapos, moGauuBIIM T€, BiaB XxBaiay borosi.

Ipuuacumii: XBanite ['ocniona 3 Hebec,* xBamiTe Moro Ha BucoTax. Avnysi, auiysi, alldiys.

MountBa Ilo Ceatim Ilpuuacrtio: TaiHCTBEHHO ymOCTOIBIIMCH OyTH TPHUYACHUKOM TBOTO
MPEYUCTOr0 TilMa 1 4ecHoi KpoBHU, XpuUcTe boxke, ocmiByr0 1 OIarocioBIiO, MOKIOHSIOCA, 1
CIaBIIIO, 1 Benu4aro craciads TBoi, [ocmoan, HUHI 1 TOBCSAKYAC, 1 HA BIKU BIYHI. AMiHb. (Oinbuue
Monumos Ilo Ceamim Ilpuuacmio na cm. 80-87 6 manenvkiu KuHudceuyi ‘“‘Boowcecmeenna
Jimypeisa”).

ANNOUNCEMENTS

4+ CHRISTMAS CANDLE UPDATE: On behalf of the Ukrainian Catholic Eparchy of New
Westminster and myself, we would like thank all who took part in our global fundraising
program, “Christmas Candle/Pi3nBsina cBiuka”, for Caritas Ukraine. Because of all your
generous donations, we were able to help needy, disadvantaged, disabled and orphaned
children in Ukraine. This year we raised $3285, bringing us to a total of $26,094 collected for
Caritas Ukraine since the start of our appeal in 2012. Illupo askyemMoO BCIM THM IO B3SUIH
y4dacth i Hexaii bor 6marocioButs Bac. Thank You and God Bless -- Dana Koren Lupynis. For
more information, please contact Dana Koren Lupynis or Natalia Lupynis at
nweparchy.christmascandle@gmail.com and follow us on Facebook at Caritas “Christmas
Candle/Piz0eana ceiuka” Campaign, sponsored by NWEparchy.

4+OUR CONDOLENCES TO GRACIELA SCHWARZ on the loss of her mother ANA
MARIA GLINKA SPACIUK who passed away on Friday, January 18 in Argentina. May our
Lord place Ana Maria’s soul in the place where all the saints abide, and may her memory be
everlasting - Biunas mam’siTh!

4+ ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING: Sunday, February 10.

+PRAYER REQUEST: Please keep in your prayers GORD HRYHORYSHEN and other
members of our parish, our family and friends who are ailing, in hospitals, nursing homes and
those who are not able to join actively in their community.

4+ST. NICHOLAS BOOK STORE: The Divine Liturgy An Anthology of Worship - $25;
“Christ Our Pascha” Catechism of the Ukrainian Catholic Church/“Xpucroc Hama Ilacxa”
Karexmsm VYkpaincbkoi Katomuipkoi Llepksu - $25; “Sing to Our God” hymn book - $15;
Monutouuk “Tlpuiinite [Toxmonimes™ - $10; “The Rosary - The Prayer Rule of the Mother of
God in the Ukrainian Catholic Church” - $10.


mailto:nweparchy.christmascandle@gmail.com

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 27 January 2019

4+PARISH CALENDAR OF BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES: If you would like to be
included in our Parish Calendar of Birthday and Anniversary celebrations, please put date in
our calendar located at the church vestibule. Each week, we will list the names in our parish
bulletin so we can celebrate these happy occasions together!

4+JOIN OUR CHOIR: Do you enjoy singing? Please consider joining our St Nicholas Parish
Choir and remember that we ALWAY'S looking for new members! Contact Motria Koropecky
for details at 250.658.3051.

4+ CATECHISM ANNOUNCEMENT: "And they were bringing to Him also the infants, in
order that He may be touching them,; but after the disciples saw it, they rebuked them. But
Jesus called them to Himself and said, Let alone the little children to come to Me, and cease
hindering them; for of such is the kingdom of God.” We are happy to welcome all children to
our St. Nicholas The Wonderworker catechism program. Weekly classes are scheduled
Sunday morning during Divine Liturgy. We want your children to learn more about their
Catholic faith, sacred scripture, feast days, and religious practices and customs of the
Ukrainian Catholic church. If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact Marian
Chalifoux at 250.507.1005.

4+ THRIFTY’S PRE-PAID FOOD CARDS - We all have to buy groceries. Why not have 6%
of it returned back to the church at no extra charge! Cards are available in $100, $200, and
$500 denominations. Talk to Alec after today’s liturgy to pre- order your cards. We need to sell
A LOT of them! We encourage you to consider purchasing them for yourselves as gifts too.

4+BE A STEWARD: Have you ever wondered what more can you do to help our parish? Here
are some suggestions: Steward of property security; Steward of grounds cleaning; Steward of
cleaning church; Steward of church linen; Steward of outreach; Steward of caring; Steward
of prayer; Steward of service. Quite often, our homebound or senior members, once active in
their younger years, want to find purpose in their senior years. It’s not only about doing but
about “BEING” present to others. Contact Fr. Yuriy OR Darlene DeMerchant for more
information. You will be amazed how “BEING” can make a difference.

4+PARISH LIBRARY: please visit our parish library and browse through the books on
spirituality, church history, iconography, history of the Ukrainians in Canada, children's books
and more... The library is located in the church vestibule. Please use a library book sign out
form when borrowing a book.

4+ SUNDAY COFFEE VOLUNTEERS act as hosts and serve light refreshments following the
Sunday morning Divine Liturgy, providing an opportunity for the faithful to socialize with
friends and visitors following their shared worship experience. We thank all of our parishioners
who kind volunteer to serve refreshments. Whether you are new to the Parish, or are a long-
time members, please join us for coffee. Please speak with Robert if you would like to
volunteer.
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4+WE SHARE THE AIR: Please keep it healthy and fragrant free. Someone in this area is
scent-sitive. The chemicals used in scented products can make some people sick, especially
those with fragrance sensitivities, asthma, allergies and other respiratory ailments. PLEASE
DO NOT *wear perfume, cologne, lotion, aftershave and other fragrances; *USE unscented
personal care products. Be Sensitive to Others. Thank you for your understanding. St. Nicholas
parish.

4+JANUARY 20, SUNDAY DONATIONS - Coffee: $18.25; Vigil lights: $15.60; Loose
collection: $45.00; Envelope collection: $372.00; Pre-authorized donations Jan 14 to Jan 20:
$120.00 TOTAL: $570.85

POPE FRANCIS TELLS CHRISTIANS TO SHARE THEIR GIFTS
WITH EACH OTHER

The path to Christian unity takes a willingness to acknowledge and share in the gifts
other Christian communities have also received, Pope Francis said at an ecumenical Vespers
service Friday.

To take the first step toward unity requires humble recognition of the fact that the
blessings Catholics and other Christians have received do not belong to them by “right,” but are
a gift meant to be shared with others.

“Then, we must acknowledge the value of the grace granted to other Christian
communities,” he continued. “As a result, we will want to partake of the gifts of others. A
Christian people renewed and enriched by this exchange of gifts will be a people capable of
journeying firmly and confidently on the path that leads to unity.”

In his homily, Pope Francis reflected on the week’s theme, “Seek to be truly just,”
inspired by the line from Deuteronomy which says: “Justice, justice alone shall you pursue, so
that you may live and possess the land the Lord, your God, is giving you.”

One of the grave injustices of today, he said, is the vast disparity in wealth which exists in
many countries around the world.

“When society is no longer based on the principle of solidarity and the common good, we
witness the scandal of people living in utter destitution amid skyscrapers, grand hotels and
luxurious shopping centers,” he said. “We have forgotten the wisdom of the Mosaic law: if
wealth is not shared, society is divided.”

He pointed out that in St. Paul’s Letter to the Romans, the same idea is applied to the
Christian community: “those who are strong must bear with the weak.”
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“Following Christ’s example, we are to make every effort to build up those who are
weak. Solidarity and shared responsibility must be the laws that govern the Christian family,”
Francis urged.

He also reminded Christians that it is a “grave sin to belittle or despise the gifts that the
Lord has given our brothers and sisters, and to think that God somehow holds them in less
esteem.”

“When we entertain such thoughts, we allow the very grace we have received to become

a source of pride, injustice and division. And how can we then enter the promised kingdom?”” he
asked.

“It is easy to forget the fundamental equality existing among us,” he said, “that once we
were all slaves to sin, that the Lord saved us in baptism and called us his children. It is easy to
think that the spiritual grace granted us is our property, something to which we are due.”

“The gifts we have received from God can also blind us to the gifts given to other
Christians,” he noted.

The Vespers was attended by representatives of various Churches and ecclesial
communities, including the Eastern Orthodox, Oriental Orthodox, Anglicans, and students from
the Ecumenical Institute of Bossey in Finland. Members of the Pontifical Council for Promoting
Christian Unity were also present.

catholicnewsagency.com

TRANSFER OF THE PRECIOUS RELICS OF OURFATHERAMONG THE
SAINTS JOHN CHRYSOSTOM

Saint John Chrysostom This
great ecumenical teacher and
hierarch died in the city of Comana
in the year 407 on his way to a place
of exile. He had been condemned by
the intrigues of the empress Eudoxia
because of his daring denunciation
of the vices ruling over
Constantinople. The transfer of his
venerable relics was made in the year
438, thirty years after the death of the saint during the reign of Eudoxia’s son emperor
Theodosius II (408-450).
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Saint John Chrysostom had the warm love and deep respect of the people, and grief over
his untimely death lived on in the hearts of Christians. Saint John’s disciple, Saint Proclus,
Patriarch of Constantinople (434-447), during services in the Church of Hagia Sophia, preached
a sermon praising Saint John. He said, “O John, your life was filled with sorrow, but your death
was glorious. Your grave is blessed and reward is great, by the grace and mercy of our Lord
Jesus Christ O graced one, having conquered the bounds of time and place! Love has conquered
space, unforgetting memory has annihilated the limits, and place does not hinder the miracles of
the saint.”

Those who were present in church, deeply touched by the words of Saint Proclus, did not
allow him even to finish his sermon. With one accord they began to entreat the Patriarch to
intercede with the emperor, so that the relics of Saint John might be brought back to
Constantinople.

The emperor, overwhelmed by Saint Proclus, gave his consent and gave the order to
transfer the relics of Saint John. But those he sent were unable to lift the holy relics until the
emperor realized that he had sent men to take the saint’s relics from Comana with an edict,
instead of with a prayer. He wrote a letter to Saint John, humbly asking him to forgive his
audacity, and to return to Constantinople. After the message was read at the grave of Saint John,
they easily took up the relics, carried them onto a ship and arrived at Constantinople.

The coffin with the relics was placed in the Church of Holy Peace (Hagia Eirene). When
Patriarch Proclus opened the coffin, the body of Saint John was found to be incorrupt. The
emperor approached the coffin with tears, asking forgiveness for his mother, who had banished
Saint John. All day and night people did not leave the coftfin.

In the morning the coffin was brought to the Church of the Holy Apostles. The people
cried out, “Father, take up your throne.” Then Patriarch Proclus and the clergy standing by the
relics saw Saint John open his mouth and say, “Peace be to all.” Many of the sick were healed at
his tomb.

The celebration of the transfer of the relics of Saint John Chrysostom was established in
the ninth century.



