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ST. NICHOLAS
THE WONDERWORKER
CB. MUKOAAHA
YYAOTBOPLA
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Hall: 250.384.2255
Church: 250.384.2292
Emergency: 250.891.4507

www.stnicholasparish.org
st.nicholas.victoria@gmail.com

facebook.com/stnicholasvictoria

1112 Caledonia Ave.
Victoria, BC V8T 1G1

PASTOR:
FR. YURIY VYSHNEVSKYY
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~ 23 AUuGcuUsT 2020 ~
TWELFTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
ABAHAALSATA HEAIAS MNICAS MATUAECATHULLI

The Hieromartyr Irenaeus, Bishop of Lyons, was born
in the year 130 in the city of Smyrna (Asia Minor). He
received there the finest education, studying poetics,
philosophy, rhetoric, and the rest of the classical sciences
considered necessary for a young man of the world. Saint
Polycarp baptized Irenaeus, and afterwards ordained him
presbyter and sent him to a city in Gaul then named
Lugdunum [the present day Lyons in France]. After the
martyric death of Bishop Pothinus, Saint Irenacus was
chosen a year later (in 178) as Bishop of Lugdunum. At
that time there appeared a series of religious-philosophical
gnostic teachings. The Gnostics taught that God cannot be
incarnate [i.e. born in human flesh], since matter is
imperfect and manifests itself as the bearer of evil. They
taught also that the Son of God is only an outflowing
(“emanation”) of Divinity. In refuting this heresy Saint
Irenaeus taught that: “The Word of God, Jesus Christ,
through His inexplicable blessedness caused it to be, that
we also, should be made that which He is ... ,” “Jesus
Christ the Son of God, through exceedingly great love for
His creation, condescended to be born of a Virgin, having
united mankind with God in His own Self.” Through the
Incarnation of God, creation becomes co-imaged and co-
bodied to the Son of God.
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SUNDAY HYMNS

OPENING HYMN Vaiiinu, €pero / Come My Friends pg. 238-239

COMMUNION HYMN Butait Mix Hamu / With Solemn Greeting pg. 244-245

CLOSING HYMN Haue IMosunii Fonoc JI3sony/Having Shared Your Loving Kindness pg.270-271
SUNDAY & DAILY SCHEDULE

SUNDAY, Aug 23 Liturgy - for the Parishioners of St Nicholas Parish 10:00 AM

MONDAY, Aug 24 NO SERVICES

TUESDAY, Aug 25 NO SERVICES

WEDNESDAY, Aug 26 NO SERVICES

THURSDAY, Aug 27 NO SERVICES

FRIDAY, Aug 28 NO SERVICES

SATURDAY, Aug 29 NO SERVICES

SUNDAY, Aug 30 Liturgy - for the Parishioners of St Nicholas Parish 10:00 AM
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SUNDAY EPISTLE READERS

DATE READING UKRAINIAN ENGLISH
SUNDAY, Aug 23 1 Cor. 15: 1-11 |~ |
SUNDAY, Aug 30 1 Cor. 16: 13-24 |~ | S
SUNDAY, Sep 6 2Cor 1:21-2:14 |~ | T
SUNDAY, Sep 13 Gal. 6:11-18 |~ | S

e e e e e s e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e o e o e e e e o e e e e o e e e e e e P e ) e e o e e e e e e e e e e e e e e o e P e e e D )

PASTORAL MINISTRY & HOLY MYSTERIES

CONFES SION S . .o e by appointment
2 0 5 AN 2 P by appointment
B A P T ST S . e by appointment
MARRIAGES. ... six months notice should be
given to the parish priest, and he should be contacted before any other arrangements are made

FUNE R AL S ..o e e e e e by appointment
ANOINTING. . ottt et et e e e e e by appointment
HO S P T AL VST T S e e e e eeae e by appointment

Eparchy of New Westminster~Bishop David Motiuk ~Apostolic Administrator~ www.nweparchy.ca
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

st HAPPY BIRTHDAY to GRAYSON HUCULAK, MOTRIA KOROPECKY and all those
who celebrated their birthdays this past week. May the Lord Our God continue to bless you
abundantly and the Holy Mother of God protects you at all times. MHuoras JliTa!

s¢ PLEASE NOTE - as Fr. Yuriy will be on holidays (4-28 Aug) in case of emergency please
phone a hospital chaplain @ 250.889.3761.

s¢ PRAYER REQUEST - Please keep in your prayers SYLVIA KELLY, CHARLOTTE
KRAKOWSKI, RICHARD NEWBERRY, CAROLINE SMUDY, LANCE DELVES and other
members of our parish, our family and friends who are ailing, in hospitals, nursing homes and
those who are not able to join actively in their community.

st BEQUESTS & WILLS - Leaving a bequeath is a process of giving a donation through your
will. It is simply a distribution from your estate to a charitable organization through your last will
and testament. It can be as small or as large a donation as you wish. It is important that you talk
to your lawyer about the process. In your kindness please remember St Nicholas the
Wonderworker Ukrainian Catholic Church in your bequeath and will. If anyone wishes to make
such a bequeath in their will, the following clause may be included or added to a will: "I give,
devise, and bequeath to St Nicholas the Wonderworker Ukrainian Catholic Parish - ///2
Caledonia Avenue, Victoria BC, V8T 1G1, the sum of $ (or % of my estate), to be
used for the benefit of the parish and it's pastoral activities.”

s¢ LIVE STREAMING OF THE DIVINE LITURGIES - as we start to re-open our churches
to the public the live streaming of the services from St. Nicholas parish will continue as usual.
Every Sunday at I0AM.

s¢ WE SHARE THE AIR - Please keep it healthy and fragrant free. Someone in this area is
scent-sitive. The chemicals used in scented products can make some people sick, especially those
with fragrance sensitivities, asthma, allergies and other respiratory ailments. PLEASE DO NOT
*wear perfume, cologne, lotion, aftershave and other fragrances; *USE unscented personal care
products. Be Sensitive to Others. Thank you for your understanding. St. Nicholas parish.

st AUGUST 16 DONATIONS - Envelope collection: $258.00; Pre-authorized donations Aug 10
to Aug 16: $135.00. TOTAL: $393. May God bless and reward you abundantly for your
generosity! May God bless and reward you abundantly for your generosity!

DONATE NOW - ¢ DONATE ONLINE to St. Nicholas parish:

1aQ

THROUGH “Helps.org www.canadahelps.org/en/dn/45460
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DIVINE LITURGY PROPERS

The Divine Liturey of our Father among the Saints John Chrysostom

Troparion, Tone 3: Let the heavens be glad, let the earth rejoice,* for the Lord has done a
mighty deed with His arm.* He trampled death by death. He became the first-born of the dead;*
He saved us from the abyss of Hades* and granted great mercy to the world.

Troparion, Tone 1: In giving birth you retained your virginity,* in falling asleep you did not
abandon the world, O Mother of God.* You passed into life, for you are the Mother of Life,* and
by your prayers* you deliver our souls from death.

Glory: Kontakion, Tone 3: You rose from the tomb, O compassionate Lord,* and led us out
from the gates of death.* Today Adam exults and Eve rejoices,* and the prophets together with
the patriarchs* unceasingly acclaim the divine might of Your power.

Now: Kontakion, Tone 2: The tomb and death could not hold the Mother of God,* unceasing in
her intercession and unfailing hope of patronage,* for, as the Mother of Life, she was transferred
to life* by Him Who had dwelt in her ever-virgin womb.

Prokeimenon, Tone 3: Sing to our God, sing; sing to our King, sing. Verse: Clap your hands, all
you nations; shout unto God with the voice of joy. (Psalm 46:7,2) Verse: My soul magnifies the
Lord, and my spirit has rejoiced in God my Saviour.

Epistle - 1 Cor. 15:1-11 - A Reading from the 1st Letter of Saint Apostle Paul to
Corinthians: Brothers and Sisters, now I should remind you, of the good news that I proclaimed
to you, which you in turn received, in which also you stand, through which also you are being
saved, if you hold firmly to the message that I proclaimed to you—unless you have come to
believe in vain. For I handed on to you as of first importance what I in turn had received: that
Christ died for our sins in accordance with the scriptures, and that he was buried, and that he was
raised on the third day in accordance with the scriptures, and that he appeared to Cephas, then to
the twelve. Then he appeared to more than five hundred brothers and sisters at one time, most of
whom are still alive, though some have died. Then he appeared to James, then to all the apostles.
Last of all, as to someone untimely born, he appeared also to me. For I am the least of the
apostles, unfit to be called an apostle, because I persecuted the church of God. But by the grace
of God I am what I am, and his grace towards me has not been in vain. On the contrary, I worked
harder than any of them—though it was not I, but the grace of God that is with me. Whether then
it was I or they, so we proclaim and so you have come to believe.

Amnocroa - 1 Kop 15:1-11 - o Kopuntsan 1-e Ilocaanns Cssaroro Amocrtoga IlaBia

Yuranusa: bparta i cectpu, mpuranyro Bam €BaHrenilo, Ky s BaM IPOIOBIJTyBaB, SIKy BH 1
MPUAHSIN, B sAKiH 1 croite. Hero BM Takok crmacaerecs, KOJMU JIEPKHUTE il Takoro, sIK s Bam
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NPOMOBIyBaB; iHAKIIe BH yBipyBaqu Hamapmo. I 60 BaM mepenaB Haiimepiue Te, 110 ¥ cam
npuiiHsAB OyB: 1m0 XpUCTOC yMep 3a Hamil rpixu 3rigHo 3 I[lucanHsam; mo OyB MOXOBaHUH, IO
BOCKpec TpeThoro nHs 3a [lucanusm; mo 3'sBuBcs Kudi, moTiM ABaHAIISATHOM; OMICHS K
3'SIBUBCSI BIH OUIBII, SIK I'ATUCTaM OpaTiB pa3oM, OUTBIIICTD SIKUX KUBE W J0C1, IESIKI K TOMEPJIH.
Omicns 3'sBuBcs SIkOBy, 3romom yciM amocrojaM. A HAaOCTaHKY BCiX, HEMOB SIKOMYCb
HEIOHOCOBI, 3'IBUBCH 1 MEHI; 00 g1 HaiMEHIIMI 3 allOCTOJIIB, 1 HEAOCTOMHHUI 3BaTUCh allOCTOJIOM,
60 rounuB llepkBy boxy. bnaromartio boxoro s € te, mo €, a 6marogare ioro B MeHi He OyIna
MapHa; 00X S TpaIfoBaB OLIbINE BCIX iX, Ta HE s, ajne Omaronarh boka, mo 30 MHOI0. Yn TO 4,
OTXe€, YU TO BOHH, — TaK MU MPOIIOBIAYEMO, 1 TAaK BU YBIPYBaJIH.

Alleluia, Tone 3: Jerse: In You, O Lord, have I hoped that I may not be put to shame for ever.
Verse: Be a protector unto me, O God, and a house of refuge to save me. (Psalm 30:2,3) Verse:
Rise up, O Lord, to the place of Your rest, You and the ark of Your holiness. Verse: The Lord
swore an oath to David, and will not go back on His word. (Psalm 131:8,11)

Gospel - Matthew 19:16-26 - Now someone approached Jesus and said, "Teacher, what good
must I do to gain eternal life?" He answered him, "Why do you ask me about the good? There is
only One who is good. If you wish to enter into life, keep the commandments." He asked him,
"Which ones?" And Jesus replied, " "You shall not kill; you shall not commit adultery; you shall
not steal; you shall not bear false witness; honor your father and your mother'; and 'you shall love
your neighbor as yourself."' The young man said to him, "All of these I have observed. What do I
still lack?" Jesus said to him, "If you wish to be perfect, go, sell what you have and give to (the)
poor, and you will have treasure in heaven. Then come, follow me." When the young man heard
this statement, he went away sad, for he had many possessions. Then Jesus said to his disciples,
"Amen, I say to you, it will be hard for one who is rich to enter the kingdom of heaven. Again I
say to you, it is easier for a camel to pass through the eye of a needle than for one who is rich to
enter the kingdom of God." When the disciples heard this, they were greatly astonished and said,
"Who then can be saved?" Jesus looked at them and said, "For human beings this is impossible,
but for God all things are possible.”

€BanreJtie - Mares 19:16-26 - [ ocp migiiimos g0 Icyca oaun, i ckaza: Yuutento JoOpuid, o
Maro 3poOuTH s 100poro, mod Matu XKUTTA BiuHe? BiH ke flomy BimkaszaB: Yoro 3Bem MeHe
Ho6pum? Hixto He € JoOpwii, kpim bora Camoro. Konu x xo4ernn BBIATH 0 KUTTsI, TO BUKOHAI
samoBimi. Toi murae Moro: Ski came? A Icyc Bimkasas: He BOuBaii, He unHH mepemioly, He
Kpaju, He cBiaKy# HemnpaBnuBo. lllanyii Oatbka Ta MaTip, i: JIrobu cBOro OIMKHBOTO, SIK CAaMOTO
cebe. ToBoputh 10 Heoro ronak: Ile s BukonaB Bce. Yoro me Opakye meHi? Icyc kaxe iomy:
Konu xouem 6yTy JOCKOHAIMM, MiHU, poAai 1oopa cBoi Ta i yOOruM po3aaii, i MaTuMeI ckapo
i Ha HeO1. [ToToMy mpuxoap Ta i iu Beaia 32 MHoro. [TouyBIm k FOHAK Take CJIOBO, BiJIINIIOB,
32)KYpHBILUCH, 00 BENMKI MAa€eTKH BiH MaB. Icyc ke ckazaB CBoiMm yunsm: IlonpaBai kaxy Bawm,
mo 6aratomy TpynHo BBiliTH B llapctBo Hebecne. Ime Bam kaxy: BepOmtomnoBi jerimie mponTu
uepe3 roMYMHE BYIIKO, HiX Gararomy B Boxe Ilapctso Baifitu! Sk yumi x Moro me 3auymm,
3MMBYBAJUCS Jy)ke M ckazamu: XTO X Toal Moxke cmactucsi? A Icyc mo3upHyB 1 ckaszaB im:
HemoxkiuBe 11e T10asiM, Ta MOXKIIMBE Bce borosi.
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Instead of “It is truly...” we sing: Seeing the pure one’s falling asleep, angels marvelled in
wonder how the Virgin could ascend from earth to heaven.

Irmos: O pure Virgin, in you are conquered the bounds of nature,* for childbirth remains
virginal and death is betrothed to life.* Virgin after childbearing and alive after death, O Mother
of God,* never cease to save your inheritance.

Communion Hymn: Praise the Lord from the heavens;* praise Him in the highest. (Psalm
148:1)* 1 will take the chalice of salvation;* and I will call upon the name of the Lord.* Alleluia,
alleluia,* alleluia. (Psalm 115:13)

PRAYER DURING THE CORONAVIRUS OUTBREAK
UKRAINIAN CATHOLIC CHURCH OF

ST NICHOLAS %F‘ODERMN«.ER

Jesus Christ, you travelled through towns
and villages “curing every disease and illness.”
At your command, the sick were made well.
Come to our aid now, in the midst of the global
spread of the coronavirus, that we may

“DO TO OTHERS AS . .
experience your healing love.

YOU WOULD HAVE

THEM DO TO YOU.”

_ Heal those who are sick with the virus. May
Matthew 7:12

they regain their strength and health through
quality medical care.

Heal us from our fear, which prevents nations
from working together and neighbours from helping one another.

Heal us from our pride, which can make us claim invulnerability to a disease that
knows no borders.

Stay by our side in this time of uncertainty and sorrow. Be with those who have died
from the virus. May they be at rest with you in your eternal peace. Be with the families of those
who are sick or have died. As they worry and grieve, defend them from illness and despair. May
they know your peace. Be with the doctors, nurses, researchers and all medical professionals
who seek to heal and help those affected and who put themselves at risk in the process. May they
know your protection and peace. Be with our priests and spiritual care givers. May they know
that they are loved and cared for.

Be with the leaders of all nations. Give them the foresight to act with charity and true
concern for the well-being of the people they are meant to serve. Give them the wisdom to invest
in long-term solutions that will help prepare for or prevent future outbreaks. May they know your
peace, as they work together to achieve it on earth.
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Whether we are home or abroad, surrounded by many people suffering from this
illness or only a few, Jesus Christ, stay with us as we endure and mourn, persist and prepare. In
place of our anxiety, give us your peace.

For You are a God of mercy, kindness, and love, and we glorify You, Father, Son, and
Holy Spirit, now and for ever and ever. Amen.

>|< >|< >|<
MOJMUTBA III1 YAC CITAJTAXY KOPOHABIPYCY

Icyce Xpucrte, T MOJOPOXYBaB MO MICTax 1 cellax, O3[OPOBJIOIOYM BiJl XBOpPOO 1
Hemouei. 3a TBOIM MOBEJiHHAM XBOPI BUAYXKyBaJIM. Y 4Yac MaHaeMii KOPOHABIpyCy MOBENU Wi
XBOPOOi BIICTYNUTH, 1100 MU Biguys TBOIO 0310POBIIFOIOUY JIFOOOB.

Bunikyit Thx, xTo xBopuil BipycoM. Hexail BOHM BITHOBJISITH CBOI CUJIM Ta 3/10pOB's
3aB/ISKU SIKICHIM MEAUYHIN JOMOMO31.

Buutiky#i Hac Biji HAIIOTO CTpaxy, SIKMI 3aBa’ka€ HallisIM CIIJIbHO MPALFOBATH Ta Cycifam
JlorioMaraTy OfIiH OJTHOMY.

Buiniky#i Hac Bij Halmoi TOPAOCTi, fSKa MOKe 3MYCUTHM Hac TpeTeHyBaTU Ha
HEBPA3JIUBICTD /IO 3aXBOPIOBAHHSI, L]0 HE 3HAE MEX.

3anuiuaiicsl nopyy y el 4yac HEBU3HAUYEHOCTI Ta CMYTKY. Byab 3 TuMK, XTO nomep Bij
Bipycy. Hexail Bonu cnounBatots 3 To60r0 y BiyHOMY cnokoi. By/ib 3 poiuHamu TUX, XTO XBOPUii
ab0 nmomep, KOJIM BOHU TYpPOYIOThCS 1 CYMYIOTh, 3aXMILai iX Bii XBOpoO 1 Biguatro. Hexait BoHU
3HAIOTh TBIN CMOKIN.

Bynb 3 nikapsiMu, MececTpamu, AOCHITHUKAMU Ta BCIMU MEAMYHUMM Mpal[iBHUKAMHU,
KOTpl MparHyTh BUJIIKYBaTH Ta JAONOMOITH MOCTPaKAajuM Ta, KOTpl MilaloTh cebe pU3UKY B
cBoil npani. Hexait BoHM 3Hat0Th TBill 3aXUCT 1 CHIOKIT.

Byyp 3 HalMMu CBSIIEHWKAMK Ta yXOBHUMH OMiKyHamu. Hexail BOHM 3HAIOTh, 1O TX
JOOJISITH 1 MKIIYIOTHCS PO HUX.

Bynb 3 nmigepamu Bcix Hauii. [lait iM mepen0ayeHHs JiSITM MUJIOCEPIHO Ta 3i
CMpPaBXHbOIO TYpOOTOO NMPO 1OOPOOYT Jofied, KOTPUM BOHM Npu3HauyeHi caykuTh. Hapaii im
MYJPOCTI IHBECTYBATH Y IOBFOCTPOKOBI PILLIEHHS, sIKi JOMOMOXKYTb MIATOTYBaTUCST 200 3aN00IrTH
MaiOyTHIM cniastaxaM. Hexail BoHu mi3HatoTh TBifi MUp, KOJIM pa3oM MPALIOIOTh HaJl JOCSITHEHHSIM
floro Ha 3emJi.

Bynb Mu Boma uM 3a KOpJIOHOM, B OTOYEHHI OaraThOX JIFOfIEi, SIKi CTPaXK/IaloTh LIEI0

XBOpo6oto, a60o HaoguHLi, Icyce Xpucre, 3anuuiaitecs: 3 HaMM, KOJM MU TEPIUMO i CyMy€EMO.
3amicTh HallIOl TPUBOTH il HAM CIIOKIM.
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bo Tu - Bor munocepps, foopoTa Ta at060B, 1 Mu npocnasisgemo Tebe, Otug, 1 CuHa, 1
Casitoro [lyxa, HuHi, 1 MOBCSIKYAC, 1 HA BiKU BiUHi. AMiHb.

A KEY CRITERION OF CHRISTIAN AUTHENTICITY
(by Pope Francis)

‘The pandemic is a crisis, and we do not emerge
from a crisis the same as before: either we come out of
it better, or we come out of it worse’

The pandemic has exposed the plight of the poor
and the great inequality that reigns in the world.

And the virus, while it does not distinguish between
people, has found, in its devastating path, great
inequalities and discrimination. And it has exacerbated
them!

the one hand, it is essential to find a cure for this small
" Dbut terrible virus, which has brought the whole world

to its knees. On the other, we must also cure a larger

virus, that of social injustice, inequality of opportunity,
marginalization, and the lack of protection for the weakest. In this dual response for healing there
is a choice that, according to the Gospel, cannot be lacking: the preferential option for the poor
(see Apostolic Exhortation Evangelii gaudium [EG], 195). And this is not a political option; nor
is it an ideological option, a party option... no. The preferential option for the poor is at the
centre of the Gospel. And the first to do this was Jesus; we heard this in the reading from the
Letter to the Corinthians which was read at the beginning. Since He was rich, He made Himself
poor to enrich us. He made Himself one of us and for this reason, at the centre of the Gospel,
there is this option, at the centre of Jesus’ proclamation.

? The response to the pandemic is therefore dual. On

-
i

Christ Himself, Who is God, despoiled Himself, making Himself similar to men; and he
chose not a life of privilege, but he chose the condition of a servant (cf. Phil 2:6-7). He
annihilated Himself by making Himself a servant. He was born into a humble family and worked
as a craftsman. At the beginning of His preaching, He announced that in the Kingdom of God the
poor are blessed (cf. Mt 5:3; Lk 6:20; EG, 197). He stood among the sick, the poor, the excluded,
showing them God’s merciful love (cf. Catechism of the Catholic Church, 2444). And many
times He was judged an impure man because He went to the sick, to lepers... and this made
people impure, according to the law of the age. And He took risks to be near to the poor.
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Therefore, Jesus’ followers recognize themselves by their closeness to the poor, the little
ones, the sick and the imprisoned, the excluded and the forgotten, those without food and
clothing (cf. Mt 25:31-36; CCC, 2443). We can read that famous protocol by which we will all
be judged, we will all be judged.

It is Matthew, chapter 25. This is a key criterion of Christian authenticity (cf. Gal 2:10;
EG, 195). Some mistakenly think that this preferential love for the poor is a task for the few, but
in reality it is the mission of the Church as a whole, as Saint John Paul II said. (cf. St. John Paul
II, Sollicitudo rei socialis, 42).

“Each individual Christian and every community is called to be an instrument of God for
the liberation and promotion of the poor society” (EG, 187).

Faith, hope and love necessarily push us towards this preference for those most in need,
1[1] which goes beyond necessary assistance (cf. EG, 198). Indeed it implies walking together,
letting ourselves be evangelized by them, who know the suffering Christ well, letting ourselves
be “infected” by their experience of salvation, by their wisdom and by their creativity (see ibid).
Sharing with the poor means mutual enrichment. And, if there are unhealthy social structures that
prevent them from dreaming of the future, we must work together to heal them, to change them
(see ibid, 195). And we are led to this by the love of Christ, Who loved us to the extreme (see Jn
13:1), and reaches the boundaries, the margins, the existential frontiers. Bringing the peripheries
to the centre means focusing our life on Christ, Who “made Himself poor” for us, to enrich us
“by His poverty” (2 Cor 8:9),2 as we have heard.

We are all worried about the social consequences of the pandemic. All of us. Many
people want to return to normality and resume economic activities. Certainly, but this
“normality” should not include social injustices and the degradation of the environment. The
pandemic is a crisis, and we do not emerge from a crisis the same as before: either we come out
of it better, or we come out of it worse. We must come out of it better, to counter social injustice
and environmental damage. Today we have an opportunity to build something different. For
example, we can nurture an economy of the integral development of the poor, and not of
providing assistance. By this I do not wish to condemn assistance: aid is important. I am thinking
of the voluntary sector, which is one of the best structures of the Italian Church. Yes, aid does
this, but we must go beyond this, to resolve the problems that lead us to provide aid. An
economy that does not resort to remedies that in fact poison society, such as profits not linked to
the creation of dignified jobs (see EG, 204). This type of profit is dissociated from the real
economy, that which should bring benefits to the common people (see Encyclical Laudato
si’ [LS], 109), and in addition is at times indifferent to the damage inflicted to our common
home. The preferential option for the poor, this ethical-social need that comes from God’s love
(cf. LS, 158), inspires us to conceive of and design an economy where people, and especially the
poorest, are at the centre. And it also encourages us to plan the treatment of viruses by
prioritizing those who are most in need. It would be sad if, for the vaccine for Covid-19, priority
were to be given to the richest! It would be sad if this vaccine were to become the property of
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this nation or another, rather than universal and for all. And what a scandal it would be if all the
economic assistance we are observing — most of it with public money — were to focus on
rescuing those industries that do not contribute to the inclusion of the excluded, the promotion of
the least, the common good or the care of creation (ibid.). There are criteria for choosing which
industries should be helped: those which contribute to the inclusion of the excluded, to the
promotion of the last, to the common good and the care of creation. Four criteria.

If the virus were to intensify again in a world that is unjust to the poor and vulnerable,
then we must change this world. Following the example of Jesus, the doctor of integral divine
love, that is, of physical, social and spiritual healing (cf. Jn 5:6-9) — like the healing worked by
Jesus — we must act now, to heal the epidemics caused by small, invisible viruses, and to heal
those caused by the great and visible social injustices. I propose that this be done by starting
from the love of God, placing the peripheries at the centre and the last in first place. Do not
forget that protocol by which we will be judged, Matthew, chapter 25. Let us put it into practice
in this recovery from the epidemic. And starting from this tangible love — as the Gospel says,
there — anchored in hope and founded in faith, a healthier world will be possible.

Otherwise, we will come out of the crisis worse. May the Lord help us, and give us the
strength to come out of it better, responding to the needs of today’s world.
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