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~ 10 April 2022 ~

PALM SUNDAY - ВЕРБНА НЕДІЛЯ
FORTY SIXTH DAY OF WAR IN UKRAINE

ST. MICHAEL THE
ARCHANGEL
Defend people of
Ukraine in battle; be
their defence against the
wickedness and snares
of the devil. May God
rebuke him, we humbly
pray; and to you, O
Prince of the heavenly
host, by the power of
God, thrust into hell
Satan and the other evil
spirits who are trying to
invade Ukraine.
Amen.

On Palm Sunday, it is clear who Jesus Christ is:
The Lamb of God Who takes away the sins of
the world. How will we respond to Him as He
goes to the cross for us? Hopefully, with the fear
of God and faith and love, we will draw near and
not abandon or disregard Him.
Yes, that will take intentional focus and the
discipline to turn away from temptations,
distractions, and unholy thoughts that become
obstacles along our path. Nonetheless, we must
follow St. Paul’s guidance to “Be anxious for
nothing” and allow “the peace of God, which
surpasses all understanding…[to] guard your
hearts and minds through Christ Jesus.”
“Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord, the
king of Israel. Hosanna in the highest!”
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SUNDAY HYMNS
OPENING HYMN

Пливе Народ / Flower Sunday (pg. 172/173)

COMMUNION HYMN

Вірую, Господи / I Do Believe (pg. 246-247)

CLOSING HYMN

Боже Великий Єдиний (рg. 264)

SUNDAY & DAILY SCHEDULE
PALM SUNDAY, Apr 10

Prayer for Ukraine - Divine Liturgy

10 AM

MONDAY, Apr 11

Prayer for Ukraine - Liturgy of Pre-Sanctified Gifts

7 PM

TUESDAY, Apr 12

Prayer for Ukraine - Liturgy of Pre-Sanctified Gifts

7 PM

WEDNESDAY, Apr 13

Prayer for Ukraine - Liturgy of Pre-Sanctified Gifts

7 PM

Prayer for Ukraine - Passion Matins

7 PM

THURSDAY, Apr 14
HOLY FRIDAY, Apr 15

Prayer for Ukraine - Vespers / Плащаниця

SATURDAY, Apr 16
EASTER SUNDAY, Apr 17

11 AM

Prayer for Ukraine - Jesus Prayer

7 PM

Prayer for Ukraine - Easter Sunday Service

8 AM

NOTE: to request a Divine Liturgy, please speak with Fr. Yuriy
SUNDAY EPISTLE
APRIL 3 DONATIONS
DATE

READING

Vigil lights: $10.05; Loose collection: $100.00;
Envelope collection: $585.00; Pre-authorized
SUNDAY, Apr 10
Phi 4:4-9
donations Mar 28-Apr 3: $500.00; Canada Helps Mar
28-Apr 3: $24.13; Aid for Ukraine: $1,800.00
EASTER SUNDAY, Apr 17/Acts 1:1-8
TOTAL: $3,019.18
SUNDAY, Apr 24
Acts 5:12-20
May God bless and reward you abundantly for your
generosity!
SUNDAY, MAY 1
Acts 6:1-7

E-TRANSFER - st.nicholas.victoria@gmail.com
DONATE ONLINE - www.stnicholasparish.org/donate
PASTORAL MINISTRY & HOLY MYSTERIES
CONFESSIONS….……….………………………….…………any time before or after services
BAPTISMS……….……………………..……….………….…..……..…… … …by appointment
MARRIAGES…………….……………………..……………….….six months notice should be
given to the parish priest, and he should be contacted before any other arrangements are made
FUNERALS……………………………..…….…………………………….……by appointment
ANOINTING…..…….…………….………….………………….…….…………by appointment
HOSPITAL VISITS……………………….……any time; call emergency number 250.891.4507
Apostolic Administrator ~ Bishop David Motiuk ~ www.nweparchy.ca
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HELP THE PEOPLE OF UKRAINE TO
SURVIVE THE WAR

ST. NICHOLAS
THE WONDERWORKER
————— † —————
СВ. МИКОЛАЯ ЧУДОТВОРЦЯ

Church: 250.384.2255
Rectory: 250.384.2292
Emergency: 250.891.4507

www.stnicholasparish.org
st.nicholas.victoria@gmail.com
facebook.com/stnicholasvictoria
1112 Caledonia Ave.
Victoria, BC V8T 1G1

AID FOR UKRAINE - please donate to the “Aid for
Ukraine”. All donations will be directed to regional
organizations in Ukraine, who support all people in need
including refugees fleeing their homes to other parts of
Ukraine. The funds will be forwarded to Caritas Ukraine
(via The Catholic Near East Welfare Association), a
charitable organization with over 20 offices in Ukraine.
They supply aid by accessing and delivering food, shelter,
medical supplies and providing spiritual and psychological
support for those in need. A generous family has pledged to
match all donations in support of humanitarian aid in
Ukraine up to $200,000. Help us meet this goal. Make
cheques payable to ‘St. Nicholas church’ with memo ‘Aid
for Ukraine’. You can also donate cash or via e-transfer to
st.nicholas.victoria@gmail.com. Tax receipts will be issued
by CNEWA. Another way to donate to Caritas Ukraine is
directly through CNEWA. Please donate generously. For
fundraising updates go to https://cnewa.org/ca/
campaigns/ukraine/.
HELP UKRAINE VANCOUVER ISLAND - the
website is designed to connect people and organizations on
Vancouver Island to help the people of Ukraine =>
www.ukrainehelpvi.ca
ACCEPT PEOPLE FLEEING UKRAINE ON
VANCOUVER ISLAND - please complete this form
form if you can accept people fleeing Ukraine. Please share
this with your friends and neighbours!
DONATIONS FOR THE PEOPLE OF UKRAINE
ARRIVING ON VANCOUVER ISLAND - donations are
collected through the Ukrainian Cultural Centre (3277
Douglas St, Victoria, BC). You can make your donations
by cash, cheques or e-transfer at ucc1@shaw.ca. The
centre is open Tue-Sat at 10am-2pm.

~ Priest ~
Fr. Yuriy Vyshnevskyy
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CANADA LAUNCHED new temporary
residence pathway to welcome those fleeing
the war in Ukraine - NewsRelease
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED - as we are
preparing for the arrival of the Ukrainian
families on Vancouver Island, we are looking
for volunteers to help out in a variety of ways
such as translators, drivers and more. Please
complete this form https://ukrainehelpvi.ca/
volunteer/
JOB POSTING - employers who wish to support Ukrainians with offers of employment to
register these offers on Jobs for Ukraine.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
SACRAMENT OF CONFESSION - available before and after daily (9AM) & Sunday
(10AM) Liturgies.
PRAYER REQUEST - Please keep in your prayers SYLVIA KELLY, CHARLOTTE & ED
KRAKOWSKI, RICHARD NEWBERRY, LANCE DELVES, PETER IWANUCK, LEO VANDERVEN, ED
SALYN, YURIJ, MARK & PETER DASHKEWYTCH and other members of our parish, our family and
friends who are ailing, in hospitals, nursing homes and those who are not able to join actively in
their community.
BEQUESTS & WILLS - Leaving a bequeath is a process of giving a donation through your
will. It is simply a distribution from your estate to a charitable organization through your last will
and testament. It can be as small or as large a donation as you wish. It is important that you talk
to your lawyer about the process. In your kindness please remember St Nicholas the
Wonderworker Ukrainian Catholic Church in your bequeath and will. If anyone wishes to make
such a bequeath in their will, the following clause may be included or added to a will: "I give,
devise, and bequeath to St Nicholas the Wonderworker Ukrainian Catholic Parish - 1112
Caledonia Avenue, Victoria BC, V8T 1G1, the sum of $ _____ (or _____% of my estate), to be
used for the benefit of the parish and it's pastoral activities.”
EASTER FOOD FOR SALE FOR PARISHIONERS - Sunday, April 10 (Palm Sunday),
after Divine Liturgy. A limited quantity of paskas, babkas, Ukrainian kobassa and beet
horseradish will be available for purchase in the hall during our coffee social to include in
your Easter baskets. No other food will be available for purchase at that time. Should you be
unable to attend on Palm Sunday please contact Robert at 250.386.7872 to place an order for
later pick-up. The paskas and babkas will be baked this coming week and frozen.
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DIVINE LITURGY PROPERS
The Divine Liturgy of our Father among the Saints John Chrysostom.
Scripture readings from the New Testament are taken from the
New Revised Standard Version Catholic Edition.
Українською - у перекладі Івана Хоменка.
First Antiphon
Verse: I am filled with love* for the Lord will hear the voice of my plea.
Refrain: Through the prayers of the Mother of God, O Saviour, save us.
Verse: For He has inclined His ear to me,* and I will call to Him all the days of my life.
Refrain: Through the prayers of the Mother of God, O Saviour, save us
Verse: The pangs of death encircled me,* the trials of Hades befell me.
Refrain: Through the prayers of the Mother of God, O Saviour, save us
Verse: I met with anguish and pain,* and called upon the name of the Lord.
Refrain: Through the prayers of the Mother of God, O Saviour, save us
Glory: Now: Only-begotten…
Third Antiphon
Verse: Give thanks to the Lord for He is good,* for His mercy endures forever.
Troparion, Tone 1: Assuring us before Your Passion of the general resurrection,* You raised
Lazarus from the dead, O Christ God:* and so, like the children we also carry signs of victory*
and cry to You, the conqueror of death:* Hosanna in the highest!* Blessed is He who comes* in
the name of the Lord.
Verse: Therefore, let the house of Israel say that He is good,* for His mercy endures forever.
Troparion, Tone 1: Assuring us before Your Passion of the general resurrection,* You raised
Lazarus from the dead, O Christ God:* and so, like the children we also carry signs of victory*
and cry to You, the conqueror of death:* Hosanna in the highest!* Blessed is He who comes* in
the name of the Lord.
Verse: Therefore, let the house of Aaron say that He is good,* for His mercy endures forever.
Troparion, Tone 1: Assuring us before Your Passion of the general resurrection,* You raised
Lazarus from the dead, O Christ God:* and so, like the children we also carry signs of victory*
and cry to You, the conqueror of death:* Hosanna in the highest!* Blessed is He who comes* in
the name of the Lord.
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Verse: Let all who feat the Lord say that He is good,* for His mercy endures forever.
Troparion, Tone 1: Assuring us before Your Passion of the general resurrection,* You raised
Lazarus from the dead, O Christ God:* and so, like the children we also carry signs of victory*
and cry to You, the conqueror of death:* Hosanna in the highest!* Blessed is He who comes* in
the name of the Lord.
Entrance Verse: Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord, we bless you from the house
of the Lord,* the Lord is God and has appeared to us.
Troparion, Tone 1: Assuring us before Your Passion of the general resurrection,* You raised
Lazarus from the dead, O Christ God:* and so, like the children we also carry signs of victory*
and cry to You, the conqueror of death:* Hosanna in the highest!* Blessed is He who comes* in
the name of the Lord.
Glory: Troparion, Tone 4: Buried with You through Baptism, O Christ our God,* we have been
granted immortal life by Your resurrection,* and we sing Your praises, crying out:* Hosanna in
the highest!* Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord.
Now: Kontakion, Tone 6: Mounted on the throne in heaven, O Christ God,* and on a colt here
on earth,* You accepted the praise of the angels,* and the hymn of the children who cried to
You:* Blessed are You who have come to call Adam back.
Prokeimenon, Tone 4: Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord;* God the Lord has
appeared to us. Verse: Give thanks to the Lord for He is good, for His mercy endures forever.
(Psalm 117:26-27)
Epistle - Philippians 4:4-9 - A reading from the Epistle of the Holy Apostle Paul to the
Philippians. Brothers and Sisters, rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice. Let your
gentleness be known to everyone. The Lord is near. Do not worry about anything, but in
everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to
God. And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and your
minds in Christ Jesus. Finally, beloved, whatever is true, whatever is honourable, whatever is
just, whatever is pure, whatever is pleasing, whatever is commendable, if there is any excellence
and if there is anything worthy of praise, think about these things. Keep on doing the things that
you have learned and received and heard and seen in me, and the God of peace will be with you.
Alleluia, Tone 1: Verse: Sing to the Lord a new song, for He has worked wonders. Verse: All the
ends of the earth have seen the salvation of our God. (Psalm 97:1)
Gospel - John 12:1-18 - Six days before the Passover Jesus came to Bethany, the home of
Lazarus, whom he had raised from the dead. There they gave a dinner for him. Martha served,
and Lazarus was one of those at the table with him. Mary took a pound of costly perfume made
of pure nard, anointed Jesus’ feet, and wiped them with her hair. The house was filled with the
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fragrance of the perfume. But Judas Iscariot, one of his disciples (the one who was about to
betray him), said, “Why was this perfume not sold for three hundred denarii and the money given
to the poor?” (He said this not because he cared about the poor, but because he was a thief; he
kept the common purse and used to steal what was put into it.) Jesus said, “Leave her alone. She
bought it so that she might keep it for the day of my burial. You always have the poor with you,
but you do not always have me.” When the great crowd of the Jews learned that he was there,
they came not only because of Jesus but also to see Lazarus, whom he had raised from the dead.
So the chief priests planned to put Lazarus to death as well, since it was on account of him that
many of the Jews were deserting and were believing in Jesus. The next day the great crowd that
had come to the festival heard that Jesus was coming to Jerusalem. So they took branches of
palm trees and went out to meet him, shouting, “Hosanna! Blessed is the one who comes in the
name of the Lord - the King of Israel!” Jesus found a young donkey and sat on it; as it is written:
“Do not be afraid, daughter of Zion. Look, your king is coming, sitting on a donkey’s colt!” His
disciples did not understand these things at first; but when Jesus was glorified, then they
remembered that these things had been written of him and had been done to him. So the crowd
that had been with him when he called Lazarus out of the tomb and raised him from the dead
continued to testify. It was also because they heard that he had performed this sign that the crowd
went to meet him.
Instead of “It is truly...” we sing: O my soul, magnify Christ who is seated on a foal.
Irmos, Tone 4: The Lord is God and has appeared to us: together let us celebrate. Come with
great rejoicing; let us magnify Christ with palms and olive branches, and with songs let us cry
aloud to Him: Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord, our Saviour.
Communion Hymn: Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord;* God the Lord has
appeared to us.* Alleluia, alleluia,* alleluia. (Psalm 117:26-27)

Антифон 1
Стих: Возлюбив я, бо вислухав Господь голос моління мого.
Приспів: Молитвами Богородиці, Спасе, спаси нас.
Стих: Бо прихилив вухо своє до мене і у дні мої призову.
Приспів: Молитвами Богородиці, Спасе, спаси нас.
Стих: Обняли мене болісті смертні, біди адові зустріли мене.
Приспів: Молитвами Богородиці, Спасе, спаси нас.
Стих: Скорб і болість зустрів я і призвав ім'я Господнє.
Приспів: Молитвами Богородиці, Спасе, спаси нас.
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Слава... I нині... Єдинородний Сину...
Антифон 3
Стих: Сповідуйтеся Господеві, бо він благий, бо на віки милість його.
Тропар, глас 1: Спільне воскресіння перед твоїми страстями запевняючи,* з мертвих
воздвигнув ти Лазаря, Христе Боже;* тим-то й ми, як отроки, знамена перемоги носячи,
тобі,* переможцеві смерти, воскликуємо:* Осанна в вишніх,* благословен, хто йде в ім'я
Господнє.
Стих: Нехай же скаже дім Ізраїлів, бо він благий, бо на віки милість його.
Тропар, глас 1: Спільне воскресіння перед твоїми страстями запевняючи,* з мертвих
воздвигнув ти Лазаря, Христе Боже;* тим-то й ми, як отроки, знамена перемоги носячи,
тобі,* переможцеві смерти, воскликуємо:* Осанна в вишніх,* благословен, хто йде в ім'я
Господнє.
Стих: Нехай же скаже дім Аронів, бо він благий, бо на віки милість його.
Тропар, глас 1: Спільне воскресіння перед твоїми страстями запевняючи,* з мертвих
воздвигнув ти Лазаря, Христе Боже;* тим-то й ми, як отроки, знамена перемоги носячи,
тобі,* переможцеві смерти, воскликуємо:* Осанна в вишніх,* благословен, хто йде в ім'я
Господнє.
Стих: Нехай же скажуть усі, що бояться Господа, бо він благий, бо на віки милість його.
Тропар, глас 1: Спільне воскресіння перед твоїми страстями запевняючи,* з мертвих
воздвигнув ти Лазаря, Христе Боже;* тим-то й ми, як отроки, знамена перемоги носячи,
тобі,* переможцеві смерти, воскликуємо:* Осанна в вишніх,* благословен, хто йде в ім'я
Господнє.
Вхідний Стих: Благословен, хто йде в ім'я Господнє, ми благословляли вас із дому
Господнього, Бог - Господь і явився нам.
Тропар, глас 1: Спільне воскресіння перед твоїми страстями запевняючи,* з мертвих
воздвигнув ти Лазаря, Христе Боже;* тим-то й ми, як отроки, знамена перемоги носячи,
тобі,* переможцеві смерти, воскликуємо:* Осанна в вишніх,* благословен, хто йде в ім'я
Господнє.
Слава: Тропар, глас 4: Погребавши себе разом з тобою через хрещення, Христе Боже
наш,* сподобилися ми безсмертної жизні через твоє воскресіння* і, заспівуючи, кличемо:*
Осанна в вишніх,* благословен, хто йде в ім'я Господнє.
І нині: Кондак, глас 6: На престолі на небі,* на жереб'яті на землі тебе носять. Христе
Боже;* ангелів хваління і дітей оспівування прийняв ти;* вони кликали до тебе:*
Благословенний ти, що йдеш Адама призвати.
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Прокімен, глас 4: Благословен, хто йде в ім'я Господнє,* Бог – Господь і явився нам.
Стих: Сповідуйтеся Господові, бо він благий, бо на віки милість його.
Апостол - Флп. 4:4-9 - До Филип'ян послання Святого Апостола Павла читання:
Браття і сестри, радуйтеся завжди у Господі; знову кажу: Радуйтеся! Хай ваша
доброзичливість буде всім людям відома. Господь близько! Ні про що не журіться, але в
усьому появляйте Богові ваші прохання молитвою і благанням з подякою. І мир Божий, що
вищий від усякого уявлення, берегтиме серця й думки ваші у Христі Ісусі. Наостанку,
брати, усе, що лиш правдиве, що чесне, що справедливе, що чисте, що любе, що
шанобливе, коли якась чеснота чи щобудь похвальне, – про те думайте! Чого ви навчилися,
що прийняли, що почули та бачили в мені – те чиніте, і Бог миру буде з вами.
Алилуя, глас 1: Стих: Заспівайте Господеві пісню нову, бо дивне сотворив Господь.
Стих: Виділи всі кінці землі спасення Бога нашого.
Євангеліє - Івана 12:1-18 - Шість день перед Пасхою прибув Ісус у Витанію, де перебував
Лазар, якого воскресив був з мертвих. Там, отже, справили йому вечерю, і Марта
прислуговувала; а й Лазар був серед тих, які разом з ним посідали до столу. Марія ж узяла
літру мира з щирого нарду, вельми дорогого, помазала ноги Ісуса й обтерла їх волоссям
своїм; і наповнився дім пахощами мира. Каже тоді один з його учнів, Юда Іскаріотський,
що мав його зрадити: «Чому не продано це миро за триста динаріїв і не роздано бідним?»
Сказав же так не тому, що піклувався про бідних, але тому, що був злодій: із скарбнички,
яку тримав при собі, крав те, що туди вкидувано. Тож Ісус промовив: «Лиши її. На день
мого похорону зберегла вона те миро. Бідних матимете з собою повсякчас, мене ж
матимете не завжди.» Тим часом дізналася сила народу, що він там, то й посходились – не
тільки Ісуса ради, а й щоб побачити Лазаря, якого він з мертвих воскресив. Тоді
первосвященики ухвалили і Лазаря вбити, численні бо юдеї залишили їх із-за нього й
увірували в Ісуса. Наступного дня сила людей, що прийшли на свято, зачувши, що Ісус іде
в Єрусалим, узяли пальмове гілля й вийшли йому назустріч з окликами: «Осанна!
Благословен той, хто йде в ім'я Господнє, ізраїльський цар!» І знайшовши осля, Ісус сів на
нього, – як ото написано: Не страхайся, дочко Сіону, ось іде твій цар верхи на жереб'яті
ослициному. Не збагнули того спершу його учні, але коли Ісус прославився, згадали вони,
що то було написано про нього й що то з ним таке вчинено. Але й народ, що був при
ньому, коли то він був викликав Лазаря з гробу та його з мертвих воскресив, – про те
свідчив. Тим то, власне, народ і вийшов йому назустріч: довідався бо, що він учинив те
чудо.
Замість “Достойно” співаємо: Величай, душе моя, Господа, що сидить на жереб’яті.
Ірмос, глас 4: Бог – Господь і явився нам, справляйте празник і, веселячись, прийдіть,
возвеличимо Христа з квітами й галузками, в піснях кличучи: Благословен, хто йде в ім'я
Господа, Спаса нашого.
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Причасний: Благословен, хто йде в ім'я Господнє,* Бог – Господь і явився нам. Алилуя,
Алилуя, Алилуя!

PRAYER FOR THE AFFLICTED PEOPLE OF UKRAINE IN TIME OF WAR
O Lord Jesus Christ, our God, we entreat
You to hear the earnest prayer of Your
beloved Church of Kyivan Rus’ for her
deeply afflicted children abiding in the land
of Ukraine. Behold their grave sorrow and
grievous plight, and speedily come to their
aid. Deliver Your vulnerable people from
unjust aggressors, foreign invasion and the
terror of war. Strengthen courageous
defenders of the nation to fight virtuously,
inspired more by love of those they protect than hatred of the enemy. O compassionate Lord,
shelter the displaced, heal the wounded, console the orphan, protect the widow, comfort those
who mourn, and mercifully receive into Your Kingdom those who have nobly died guarding their
homeland against every aggression. Quickly make cease the spilling of blood of friend and foe
alike, yet stir many to bravely struggle for that true justice which alone can bring lasting peace.
O kind-hearted Lord, as You are our peace, soften the hearts of the unmerciful and convert those
who promote hostilities toward reconciliation, so that Your beloved children of the land of
Ukraine, may abide in that tranquility, justice and freedom which reflects your Kingdom, where
You reign with Your eternal Father, and Your most holy, good and life-giving Spirit, now, and
forever and ever. Amen.
МОЛИТВА ЗА МНОГОСТРАЖДАЛЬНИЙ УКРАЇНСЬКИЙ НАРОД У ЧАС ВІЙНИ
Господи Ісусе Христе Боже наш, благаємо Тебе, вислухай щиру молитву Твоєї
улюбленої Церкви Київської Русі за важко страждаючих дітей українського краю.
Споглянь милостивим оком на їх лихоліття та ласкаво поспіши на допомогу. Звільни свій
беззахисний народ від несправедливих загарбників, нашестя агресорів та терору війни.
Зміцни силою Твоєю усіх доблесних і відважних захисників для доброчесної боротьби,
щоб вони радше керувалися любов’ю до беззахисних, аніж ненавистю до ворогів. О
Премилосердний Господи, захорони переселенців, зціли поранених, борони сиріт,
підтримай вдів, потіш скорботних та ласкаво прийми до Твого Царства всіх, хто
благородно віддав своє життя в обороні Батьківщини від нападів ворогів. Поспіши
зупинити кровопролиття як друга, так і недруга та запали серця багатьох до мужньої
боротьби за істинну справедливість, що є джерелом тривалого миру. О добросердий
Господи, Ти – наш мир, пом’якши зачерствілі серця, наверни тих, хто сприяє воєнним
діям, до примирення, щоб Твій улюблений українській народ втішався миром,
справедливістю та свободою – ознаками Твого Царства, в якому Ти царюєш з Предвічним
Твоїм Отцем, і Всесвятим, Благим і Животворним Твоїм Духом, нині, і повсякчас, і на віки
віків. Амінь.
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HOLY WEEK - EASTER SUNDAY
MON, TUE, WED, APRIL 11, 12, 13
7:00 PM - Divine Liturgy of the Pre-Sanctified Gifts
THURSDAY, APRIL 14
7:00 PM - Passion Matins (Reading of the Passion Gospels)
FRIDAY, APRIL 15 - GOOD FRIDAY
11:00 AM - Vespers with laying out of the Plashchanytsya (Shroud)
SUNDAY, APRIL 17 - EASTER SUNDAY
8:00 AM - Service at the Tomb of Our Lord; Paschal Matins
9:00 AM - Divine Liturgy & blessing of Paska and Easter Food

PALM SUNDAY / JESUS - SON OF DAID
Why “Son of David”?
David, the son of Jesse, was the second king
of the united kingdom of Israel, reigning at c.
1000 BC. The Old Testament describes his
era as the golden age of Israel. Variant
versions of his life are found in 1 and 2
Samuel, 1 Chronicles and the Book of Ruth.
As king, David conquered Jerusalem and
established it as his capital, bringing the Ark
of the Covenant to the city. David wished to
build a temple there to house the Ark, but the
prophet Nathan related to him a message he
had received from God: “When your days are fulfilled and you rest with your fathers, I will set
up your seed after you, who will come from your body, and I will establish his kingdom. He shall
build a house for My name, and I will establish the throne of his kingdom forever. I will be his
Father, and he shall be My son” (2 Sm 7:12-14).
David’s son Solomon did, indeed, succeed his father as king and built the first temple in
Jerusalem, fulfilling the first part of the prophecy. After Solomon’s death, his son Rehoboam
became king, but he could not hold the nation together. The northern tribes broke away and
formed their own kingdom and so the second part of the prophecy – “I will establish the throne
of his kingdom forever” – was not fulfilled in Rehoboam.
When the independence of these kingdoms was threatened, the prophets foretold that a
“son of David” would establish a lasting kingdom. As Isaiah foretold repeatedly:
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• “Of the increase of His government and peace there will be no end, upon the throne of David
and over His kingdom, to order it and establish it with judgment and justice from that time
forward, even forever. The zeal of the LORD of hosts will perform this”;
• “There shall come forth a Rod from the stem of Jesse, and a Branch shall grow out of his
roots”; and
• “In mercy the throne will be established; and One will sit on it in truth, in the tabernacle of
David, judging and seeking justice and hastening righteousness” (Is 9:7, 11:1, and 16:5).
Similarly, the prophet Jeremiah foretold: “‘Behold, the days are coming,’ says the LORD,
‘that I will raise to David a Branch of righteousness; a King shall reign and prosper, and execute
judgment and righteousness in the earth” (Jer 23:5).
These and similar prophecies gave rise to the belief among many Jews that the Messiah
would be, in fact, of David’s lineage.
Jesus as Son of David
By the first century AD, it was commonly taught that the Messiah would be this “son of
David” and, therefore, from Bethlehem. As we read in John’s Gospel, some who heard Jesus
speak “...said ‘Truly this is the Prophet.’ Others said, ‘This is the Messiah.’ But some said, ‘Will
the Christ come out of Galilee? Has not the Scripture said that the Christ comes from the seed of
David and from the town of Bethlehem, where David was?’ So, there was a division among the
people because of Him” (Jn 7:40-43).
In their teaching about Jesus, the Gospels all present Him as the Son of David. Matthew’s
Gospel begins with the genealogy of Jesus which opens with these words: “The book of the
genealogy of Jesus Christ, the Son of David, the Son of Abraham” (Mt 1:1).
When the magi came seeking the One whose birth they had read of in the stars, they were
sent to Bethlehem as the prophet Micah had foretold, “‘But you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah,
are not the least among the rulers of Judah; for out of you shall come a Ruler who will shepherd
My people Israel” (Mt 2:6). The Ruler to come out of Bethlehem was presumed to be the Son of
David.
The greatest witness to Jesus’ role as Son of David is the Archangel Gabriel. In the Gospel
story of the Annunciation, Gabriel says of Jesus that “...the Lord God will give Him the throne of
His father David. And He will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of His kingdom there
will be no end” (Lk 1:32. 33). The Lord Jesus is clearly depicted here as fulfilling the words of
the prophets.
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Throughout His ministry people referred to Jesus as the Son of David. The most graphic
representation of their belief came when Jesus was escorted into Jerusalem as a king while
people cried out “Hosanna to the Son of David! ‘Blessed is He who comes in the name of the
LORD!’ Hosanna in the highest!” (Mt 21:9). Thus. the proclamation which the angel made at
Jesus’ conception is repeated by His people as He approached His passion.
The final allusion to the Lord Jesus as Son of David is found in the Book of Revelation, the
last New Testament book, which speaks of the Lord’s return in glory. In one of the author John’s
last visions, Christ proclaims, “I am the Alpha and the Omega, the Beginning and the End, the
First and the Last... I am the Root and the Offspring of David” (Rev 22: 13, 16). Christ is not
only the descendant of David, but his Creator (root) as well: a claim that only the eternal Word of
God incarnate could make.
Fully Us, Fully Other
In many societies, it is customary to take one’s paternal name as part of one’s own. This
expresses a person’s roots in a particular family or clan. If a person’s ancestor was of some
repute, he would emphasize the connection by laying claim to his name in particular. It is in this
sense that an angel addresses St Joseph as son of David (see Mt 1:20). Calling the Lord Jesus
“son of David” says that He is a part of human history in this particular family.
The Gospels of Matthew and Luke both include genealogies which expressly connect Jesus
to Abraham (Mt) and Adam (Lk) as well as David. Emphasizing these human connections, the
Gospels indicate that the Lord Jesus is truly one of us, fully man, in order to transform us.
THE GREAT AND HOLY WEEK - “BEHOLD, THE BRIDEGROOM IS COMING”
When does a day begin? The clock says that a new day
starts at 12:01 AM, which most people see as the
middle of the night. For others a new day begins when
the sun rises and reveille (or the alarm clock) is
sounded. The Eastern Churches follow the pattern set in
the Book of Genesis: “the evening and the morning
were the first day” (Gen 1:5). The liturgical day begins
with Vespers and continues through the night. Matins
(Orthros) at dawn followed by the hours and the Divine
Liturgy complete the daily cycle of prayer, and the next
day begins with vespers. Based on this pattern the
Great and Holy Week begins at sunset, with Vespers, in
the evening of Palm Sunday.
There are a great number of services appointed for this
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week: more than most parishes would schedule. A few important points should be noted about
them:
• Fast Days – Every day of this week (including Saturday) is a fast day, as every day (except
Holy Friday) is a Eucharistic day. Either the Presanctified Liturgy or the Liturgy of St Basil is
celebrated at Vespers. Holy Friday is a strict (i.e. day-long) fast in memory of Christ’s saving
death.
• “Anticipation” – While the praying day begins in the evening and continues through the night,
the average parish has only one service, in the early hours of the evening. In some parishes this
is Vespers; in others it is Matins, anticipating the morning’s observance. When the morning
service (Matins) is anticipated the previous evening, the evening service (Vespers) is often
anticipated the previous morning!
• Focus of these services – Some of these services are “thematic”: focusing on the meaning of
the Paschal Mystery in our lives. These include the reconciliation of penitents, holy unction
and the baptism of catechumens. Other services are historical, focusing on the events of this
week in Christ’s life: the Last Supper, the Crucifixion and His burial. These historical services
became popular after shrines were erected in Jerusalem in the time of St Constantine the Great
(4th century). Today several of our services combine both thematic and historical aspects.
Holy Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday – The Gospel story of Christ’s teaching in the
temple during these days is read at each Matins and Presanctified Liturgy.
The troparion sung on these days is based on the parable of the wise and foolish virgins
(see Mt 25:1-13), particularly appropriate for this time: “Behold the Bridegroom is coming in the
middle of the night – blessed is the servant He shall find awake! But the one He shall find
neglectful will not be worthy of Him. Beware, therefore, O my soul. Do not fall into a deep
slumber lest you be delivered to death and the doors of the kingdom be closed on you. Watch
instead and cry out, ‘Holy holy, holy are You, O our God...’”
This parable is such a powerful image of the Paschal Mystery that the services themselves
are popularly called “Bridegroom matins” or “Bridegroom Services” and the icon of Christ
displayed for veneration on these days is called “the Bridegroom.”

THE WEDDING AND THE BRIDEGROOM
When we think of weddings we think almost exclusively of the bride. In Western churches
the bride appears with great ceremony and the groom merely joins her at the last moment.
Among first century Jews it was very different and it is their practice that we see reflected in
Scripture and in our Holy Week observance.
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A Jewish marriage of the time consisted of two parts. There was the betrothal in which the
bride’s father agreed to the marriage and the marriage covenant was established. The man and
woman were considered committed to one another but did not yet live together.
There followed a time of preparation: the bride was prepared to take on the role of a wife.
She was kept apart to safeguard her purity and be trained in the conduct befitting a wife. For his
part the groom devoted himself to preparing a dwelling place – usually in his father’s house –
where they would live. When the time was right the groom would come with great ceremony to
claim his wife and bring her to their new home. “And at midnight a cry was heard: ‘Behold, the
bridegroom is coming; go out to meet him!’” (Mt 25:6)
This practice is outlined in the Gospel portrayal of Mary and Joseph: “After His mother
Mary was betrothed to Joseph, before they came together, she was found with child of the Holy
Spirit. Then Joseph her husband, being a just man, and not wanting to make her a public
example, was minded to put her away secretly. But while he thought about these things, behold,
an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream, saying, “Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid
to take to you Mary your wife...” (Mt 1:18-20).
We also see similar imagery both in Scripture and the liturgy concerning our relationship
with Christ the Bridegroom. According to St Paul, the Christian has been pledged to Christ. Like
their father he tells the Corinthians: “I have betrothed you to one husband, that I may present you
as a chaste virgin to Christ” (2 Cor 11:2). Christ speaks of Himself in similar terms when He
says: “In my Father’s house are many mansions: if it were not so, I would have told you. I go to
prepare a place for you” (Jn 14:2).
Our betrothal and time of preparation are mirrored in the Great Fast. At its beginning the
catechumens professed their faith (their betrothal). With them the devoted faithful purified
themselves during those forty days, preparing to unite with Christ at Pascha. Then, as the
Bridegroom takes His own by the hand and leads them to their new homeland, we will sing “O
Jerusalem rejoice... for you have seen Christ the King coming out of the tomb as fair as a
bridegroom” (Paschalia).
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